
her best friends and the end of her cheerleading career. With her 
physical beauty diminished, she must reflect upon whether she has 
any inner beauty left to shine through.
 Throughout the novel, readers come to recognize that while 
Abby might not have been the nicest person when she was at high 
school, she is undeniably human. Ashley Little gives us a protago-
nist who is far from perfect, but sheds light on one’s ability to learn 
acceptance no matter what their past. During her stay at a Hansen’s 
disease treatment centre, Abby forms unique friendships with her 
fellow patients, people whom she would have mocked in a former 
life. Her unwanted stay at the centre also provides Abby with 
lifelong friends, a burgeoning romance and an honest relationship 
with her family.
Kayla O’Brien

Finding Grace
written by Daphne Greer
Nimbus Publishing, 2018
978-1-77108-691-2 (pb) $14.95
for Grades 8 to 10

Fiction | Family | Relationships | Secrets | Abuse |  
Coming of Age | Special Needs

Abandoned on the steps of a Belgian convent, 
Grace becomes the sole caregiver of her sister Dotty who has 
Down’s syndrome. After Dotty dies, and Grace is feeling especially 
isolated in her grief, with only her photo album to comfort her, she 
meets a new friend named Fran. Through this friendship, Grace 
begins to deal with her grief and to ask questions about her family.
 As Fran and Grace complete their project on the history of the 
convent, Grace searches her personal history to find out who left 
her there so many years ago. The girls also learn about the troubled 
past of the convent and the horrible events that took place in the 
surrounding village during the Nazi occupation. 
 When Grace finds a diary hidden in the book stacks at the 
library, she discovers a tragic story that connects to her past and 
leaves her with many unanswered questions.
 Finding Grace is based on the author’s experiences and provides 
the reader with insight into the conditions at the convent from the 
1940s to the 1970s. Using her personal experiences, Greer is able to 
weave a tangled narrative about the cycle of abuse that took place 
in the convent during and after the Nazi occupation. She master-
fully explores the relationship between Grace and Dotty, which is 
both heart wrenching and beautiful. This book reminds us about 
the resilience of the human spirit and that good can come from 
tragedy. You’ll find yourself thinking about Grace and her story 
long after you finish.
Christine O’Sullivan is a secondary teacher-librarian in Brantford, Ontario.

Running Through Sprinklers
written by Michelle Kim 
Atheneum Books for Young Readers, 2018
978-1-4814-9528-8 (hc) $22.99
978-1-4814-9530-1 (eBook) $11.99
for Grades 5 to 8

Fiction | Friendship | Love | Loss | Longing | Family | 
Self-discovery | Adolescence

In Michelle Kim’s debut novel, Running Through Sprinklers,  
we meet seemingly inseparable pre-teen besties Sara and Nadine. 
Flitting between each other’s homes for countless sleepovers and 
meals, as well as hide-and-seek and tag with siblings and friends in 
the nearby Green Timbers Forest, the girls are enjoying a typical 
carefree summer in their Surrey, British Columbia, neighbourhood. 
 That is, until a few days before school, when overachieving 
Nadine shares a secret with Sara, bringing their friendship to a 
crushing halt. Needing to be challenged, Nadine confesses she’s 
skipping grade seven and going straight to high school. Devastated, 
Sara spends the next year grappling with the loss of her best friend, 
desperate to be smarter and more mature. Sara plots to get back at 
Nadine by befriending Jen (one of Nadine’s younger sisters) and 
trying to convince her principal she also needs to skip grade seven.
 Sara’s voice is direct and heartfelt as she tells her story in the first 
person. Kim, a former journalist for the BBC in London, master-
fully showcases her fine-tuned narrative skills, drawing readers into 
Sara and Nadine’s lives with myriad descriptive details about their 
families’ foods and traditions, and the sights, sounds and smells  
of their surroundings. 
 Running Through Sprinklers, with its short chapters, flawed, yet 
achingly real, characters and punchy dialogue, adeptly explores the 
angst and bittersweet joys of adolescence. But where Kim shines 
most is in capturing the range of emotions (from anger to heart-
break to acceptance) experienced by this insightful 12-year-old girl, 
offering a timeless, memorable snapshot of friends growing up  
and apart.
Jennifer D. Foster is a freelance editor, writer and mentor; chair of Editors Toronto,  
administrative director of the Rowers Reading Series and an advisor for the Toronto 
branch of the Canadian Authors’ Association.

Confessions of a Teenage Leper
written by Ashley Little
Penguin Teen Canada, 2018
978-0-7352-6261-4 (hc) $21.99
978-0-7352-6262-1 (eBook) $10.99
for Grades 8 and up

Fiction | Friendship | Self-discovery | Illness | Family | 
LGBTQ+
 

Abby Furlowe has the perfect life: she’s a blonde, beautiful cheer-
leader in her senior year, on track to become the Prom Queen and 
win a scholarship to attend university in Los Angeles. Correction 
— Abby Furlowe had the perfect life. Before she started noticing 
red spots on her body… before her hands and feet grew increas-
ingly numb. After months of speculation and uncertainty, Abby 
finds herself diagnosed with Hansen’s disease, the modern term for 
leprosy. Abby struggles to come to terms with the altering of her 
physical appearance, the abandonment by those she thought were 
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