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 The inhabitants of Buckle differ greatly from the city folk Ruth 
typically encounters. Their superstitious beliefs push her out of 
her comfort zone, yet she finds a kindred spirit in Ruby. As the 
girls explore their family history, they are surprised to discover 
that twin girls are born into every generation and that they always 
pass before they can raise their children. In every set of twins, one 
girl possesses ‘The Sight’ and can see the Ghost Road that leads to 
Slippers Cove. Where Ruby is imaginative and spontaneous, Ruth is 
logical and pragmatic and her dedication to science cannot explain 
her nightly visions. Ruth and Ruby begin to unravel the mysteries 
of these dreams and discover a deeply buried truth that will change 
their lives forever.
 Charis Cotter has written another thrilling mystery with fierce 
heroines and supernatural intrigue that is bound to draw in 
middle-grade readers.
Kayla O’Brien is studying English and Gender Studies at Queen’s University in Kingston.

Megabat
written by Anna Humphrey
illustrated by Kass Reich
Tundra Books, 2018
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for Grades 2 to 4

Fiction | Friendship | Loneliness | Bats | Pigeons | 
Star Wars

Daniel Misumi hates everything about his new home, especially 
his creepy attic bedroom. When he finds a tiny fruit bat weeping in 
the rafters, things take a turn toward the absurd — the bat can talk. 
And while his grammar is atrocious, he is all-the-more cute and 
loveable for it. Shipped across the sea in a box of papayas, the bat is 
far from home. Daniel takes it upon himself to care for the creature, 
which he names Megabat, and to hatch a plan to get him home. An 
ally is found in the little girl who lives next door. And her brother, 
a pigeon-hating, bird-trap-building villain, provides just the right 
amount of tension.
 Anna Humphrey uses both pathos and humour to deliver a tale 
that is sure to strike at the hearts of young readers. Anyone who 
has ever felt alone will identify with both Daniel and Megabat. 
While the theme of loneliness may be a sad one, Humphrey stuffs 
the pockets of this story with enough little treats to keep our spirits 
lifted. Jelly rolls and Star Wars, friendship and a quirky pigeon all 
make for a page-turning good read. Black-and-white drawings by 
Kass Reich will keep readers engaged. Her deceptively simple style 
brims with fun and emotion.
 This is a book to challenge and entertain. Both Humphrey and 
Reich appear to know exactly what will appeal to their young 
readership. Who can resist a tiny bat wielding a juice-box straw as a 
light sabre? Reluctant readers will be caught off guard!
Ildiko Sumegi is a reviewer from Ottawa and the mother of two young readers.
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Missing Mike
written by Shari Green
Pajama Press, 2018
ISBN 978-1-77278-045-1 (hc) $18.95
for Grades 4 to 6

Fiction | Family | Love | Loss | Grief | Hope | 
Community | Friendship | Adversity

It’s a hot, dry July day when we meet the 
indomitable Cara Donovan, a 10-year-old obsessed with crossword 
puzzles, and 11-year-old Mike, a one-eyed, rust-coloured rescue 
mutt who is Cara’s ever-faithful companion.
 Pine Grove, Cara’s hometown, is on evacuation alert because 
of nearby wildfires. Her mom and 14-year-old sister, Sloane, are 
packing treasures and necessities when they’re told they’ve got 10 
minutes to flee. In the ensuing turmoil, Mike disappears, and the 
family must do the unthinkable — leave him behind and escape 
with their lives.
 Devastated, the Donovans drive through a burning nightmare, 
arriving hours later in the city and settling with volunteer host 
family, the Bains. Thirteen-year-old Jewel Bains and Cara bond 
immediately. They create and distribute missing dog posters, 
spending their days volunteering at the local community centre  
and the makeshift animal shelter.
 Nearly three weeks after evacuating, the Donovans get the  
heartbreaking news that everything has burned to the ground. 
Allowed to return for a brief visit, they find both unfathomable loss 
and unexpected joy amongst the rubble.
 Award-winning author Shari Green has crafted an emotional and 
lyrically gripping tale capturing readers by the heart strings from 
page one with the unmistakable voice and keen observations of a 
young girl wise beyond her years. Indelible characters and realistic 
dialogue add depth, while short chapters and a free-verse format 
make for smooth transitions and quick comprehension, especially 
ideal for reluctant readers. 
 Missing Mike is a life-affirming, soul-soaring journey of love, 
loss, family, hope and the true definition of home. A standout 
book in the collection of any middle-grade reader, it will resonate 
particularly with those who love stories about the resiliency of the 
human spirit and the unbreakable bond between animals and their 
human families. 
Jennifer D. Foster is a freelance editor, writer and mentor. She’s co-chair of Editors 
Toronto and administrative director of the Rowers Reading Series.
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written by Laurel Croza
illustrated by Kelsey Garrity-Riley
Groundwood Books, 2018
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978-1-77306-033-0 (ePub) $14.95
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Fiction | Short Stories | Adolescence | Self-discovery | 
Family | Rumour | Grief | Hope | Love | High School 
 

Laurel Croza has written a collection of seven short stories, using 
each to shine a light on an emotionally provocative issue. A small 
black-and-white illustration by Kelsey Garrity-Riley precedes  
each tale. 


