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more like a magazine or blog in places. ‘Pop’ quizzes feature every 
few pages, and chapters prompt the reader to think about how they 
can apply each topic in their own lives. In addition to accessible 
education, she talks about taking a stand on marriage equality, 
bullying, environmental issues, mental health and poverty, to name 
a few. No matter your passion, there is something to attract nearly 
every reader. The fact that her readers are connected by technology 
just amplifies their ability to make meaningful change. 
 Paisley’s second instalment looks deeper into not just her viral 
prom dress, but the fashion industry as a whole. She discusses 
the problems with fast fashion, fabrics and their environmental 
sustainability, the influence of the media and working conditions of 
those creating these pieces. Although some of her solutions require 
deeper pockets than those with smartphones may have access to, 
she also provides more practical examples, such as vintage and 
thrift shop finds and clothing swaps.
 Whether you are social-media savvy or looking to make a small 
impact with your wallet, Paisley’s two popactivist pieces offer an 
array of ways to change the world, one click at a time. 
 Ashley Pamenter writes programming for Girl Guides of Canada — Guides du Canada 
and is a former elementary teacher in Toronto, Ontario.

Munro vs. the Coyote
written by Darren Groth
Orca Book Publishers, 2017
978-1-4598-1409-7 (hc) $19.95
978-1-4598-1411-0 (eBook) $9.99
for Grades 7 and up

Fiction | Grief | Sharing | Community | Hope | 
Healing | Friendship | Romance | Down Syndrome | 
Autism Spectrum | Mental Health | Family

The recent shocking death of his 13-year-old sister, Evie, who had 
Down syndrome, has 16-year-old self-aware Munro Maddux in a 
constant state of simmering rage. His right hand aches incessantly. 
His chest hurts. His mind’s tormented with vivid flashbacks. And 
he’s lost his connection to others, except for the daily torture from  
a caustic, merciless voice he’s labelled ‘the Coyote.’
 Even the fact that the Evelyn Maddux Foundation has raised 
$150,000 for Down syndrome awareness and research brings no 
comfort to Munro. In an attempt to regain himself and defeat 
the Coyote, Munro agrees to a student exchange at Sussex State 
High in Brisbane, Australia, living with a supportive host family. 
When that doesn’t ease his pain, Munro decides to volunteer at an 
assisted-living residence called Fair Go Community Village, “where 
special needs and life purpose come together.” And it is here — as a 
‘Living Partner’ among the five lively residents he’s been assigned to 
and the indelible, life-changing moments they share — that Munro 
finally begins his much-needed pilgrimage of letting go, finding 
peace and forever silencing the dreaded beast.
 Munro vs. the Coyote, written by award-winning author Darren 
Groth, is an engrossing, uplifting must-read. An insightfully 
complex cast of characters, engaging dialogue and an original 
storyline that masterfully tackles weighty subjects such as survivor 
guilt, loss, love and acceptance make this novel a welcome, highly 
readable addition to every YA lover’s bookshelf. With its bold 
use of irreverent first-person narration, heart-wrenching scenes 
and unexpected plot twists, Munro vs. the Coyote lays bare all the 

wacky, woeful and wonderful stuff that comprise this thing we call 
life. And by deftly lending a voice to discrimination and disability 
while simultaneously weaving a believable tale of grief, family, hope 
and healing, Groth (a former special education teacher) has penned 
an emotionally satisfying read.
Jennifer D. Foster

The Innocence Treatment
written by Ari Goelman
Roaring Brook Press, 2017
978-1-62672-880-6 (hc) $24.99
for Grades 9 and up

Science Fiction | Speculative Fiction | Dystopia | 
Genetic Engineering | Government Secrets

Lauren is innocent — literally. She has a dis-
order that causes her to believe that everyone 

is her friend, and that everything anyone tells her is true. When 
she gets the opportunity to have a corrective surgery to make her 
‘normal,’ she jumps at the chance. But after the surgery, everything 
is different. Lauren is seeing the world through new eyes, and, sud-
denly, she sees the truth about what’s really going on. Is she crazy 
and paranoid, or is she simply seeing the world with clear eyes? 
 Ari Goelman’s new YA novel offers readers a unique foray into 
the dystopian genre. In the not-so-distant future, the climate-
ravaged US is controlled by the Department of Security, Defence 
and Well-Being, which is empowered under the Emergency Act to 
protect the country at all costs. In some ways, Lauren’s innocence 
seems idyllic. She believes the best of everybody, thinks everybody 
is her friend, and is generally happy. After the surgery, Lauren is 
unsure whom to trust or if she’s safe. 
 The story is told through transcripts of Lauren’s therapy sessions 
and journal, and annotated by her sister, and readers get a chilling 
and plausible picture of how the future could look. The timeline 
jumps back and forth between the past and the present, and the 
story builds to a chilling conclusion. The book is fast paced and 
gripping, and the use of different viewpoints helps readers see the 
big picture. A minor romance between Lauren and the department 
spy sent to watch her also adds an interesting dimension to the 
story as readers are left questioning both of their motives. Overall, 
this is a thought-provoking and engaging thriller that will appeal to 
fans of 1984 and other Big Brother-type stories.
Rachel Seigel

Nice Try, Jane Sinner
written by Lianne Oelke
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2018
978-0-54486-785-7 (hc) $24.99
for Grades 9 and up

Fiction | Reality Television | Suicide | Religion | 
Resilience

After a personal crisis that resulted in  
Jane Sinner dropping out of high school, she 

reluctantly agrees to sign up for a high school completion program 
at the community college on the condition that she be allowed to 




