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I Love My Purse
written by Belle DeMont
illustrated by Sonja Wimmer
Annick Press, 2017
978-1-55451-954-5 (hc) $21.95
for Kindergarten to Grade 2

Picture Book | Self-expression |  
Rejecting Societal Norms | Humour

Charlie loves the bright red purse his grandma let him have. It 
holds his sketchbook, his half-eaten apple (his cup of cocoa, his sea 
monster?) and his frog — and it does it all better than his back-
pack could! Charlie’s not fazed when his dad tells him, “Boys wear 
sneakers and baseball caps, not bright red purses.” He sees no 
reason he can’t wear his red purse to school.
 In Charlie, Belle DeMont has created an engaging character that 
accepts people for who they are and simply expects to be accepted 
in return. As every day passes and each of the characters comes 
around to Charlie’s way of seeing, they also learn a little more about 
themselves. It’s fun to find hints in Sonja Wimmer’s colourful  
illustrations — are those tropical fish on Dad’s towel as he muses 
about wearing his Hawaiian shirt? Does Sam’s hat make him  
look chef-like as he wonders about cooking his own food in  
the cafeteria?
 By the end of the story, the impact of Charlie’s attitude comes  
full circle. Inspired to wear his sparkly blue shoes, the crossing 
guard reminds Charlie of his blue spotted glasses — and Charlie 
finally has something else he enjoys wearing.
 Charlie’s character — like DeMont’s story itself — refuses to 
acknowledge restrictive societal norms without needing to make 
a grandiose statement. Sure, Charlie’s a boy with a bright red 
purse, but in it you’ll find his frog and a sea monster. In a quiet but 
affirming way, they both simply say, “Hey, wear your sparkly blue 
shoes, if you want.” 
Lisa Dalrymple is the author of several books for young readers including Jungle Jitters.

 Red Leaf Literature
Red Leaf Literature features titles chosen by Canadian Children’s Book News’ 
reviewers. These books are thought to be of the highest quality and signify 
titles of exceptional calibre. Whether you’re a parent, teacher or librarian, our 
reviewers feel that these books would make an excellent addition to your 
home, school or library collection.

PICTURE BOOKS FOR PRESCHOOL AND UP

The Heart’s Song
written by Gilles Tibo 
illustrated by Irene Luxbacher
translated by Petra Johannson
North Winds Press / Scholastic Canada, 2017
978-1-4431-5721-6 (hc) $16.99
for Kindergarten to Grade 3

 
Picture Book | Love | Grief |  
Intergenerational Relationships |  
Community | Compassion | Friendship 

Each morning, Miss Matilda awakens to the cheerful song of her 
beloved little canary. Pulling a large suitcase, she then walks to the 
park, taking her usual spot on the bench near the sandbox. Inside 
her suitcase is her trusty, perfect toolkit, which she uses to fix the 
neighbourhood children’s broken toys, mend their socks and repair 
their worn shoes. But she also fixes broken hearts, lonely souls and 
melancholy minds with her thoughtful words and melodies.
 When Miss Matilda comes to the park one morning with  
tear-filled eyes, the children and their caregivers learn that her 
sweet bird will never sing again. Returning to the park at sunset 
the same day, with their own suitcases in tow, the children gather 
round their cherished Miss Matilda, showering her with heartfelt 
songs, beautiful drawings and tender poems.
 Luxbacher’s colourful, detailed artwork — rendered in acrylics, 
charcoal, found papers and graphite — brings Tibo’s quietly  
moving celebration of community, generosity and healing to life. 
And by expertly capturing the soulful expression of each child, 
Luxbacher adds stunning depth to this touching, gentle story.
 The Heart’s Song is a poignant, inspirational journey of the 
heart — joy, loss, kindness and the power of the human spirit — all 
nestled within 32 visually compelling pages. Destined to become a 
comforting resource for both teachers and families, this endearing 
intergenerational tale, brimming with emotional connection and 
truth, will linger with readers long after the final whimsical page 
has been turned. Tibo says he hopes that “the heart of Miss Matilda 
will touch the hearts of readers around the world!” Undoubtedly,  
it already has.
Jennifer D. Foster is a freelance editor and writer, chair of Editors Toronto and  
administrative director of Rowers Reading Series.

REVIEWS HIGHLY RECOMMENDED BOOKS




