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This summer, the 7: Professional Native Indian Artists Inc.  
exhibition showcases the works of the other group of seven  
artists who broke down barriers in the art world. The celebration  
of aboriginal culture, the 400th anniversary of francophone  
presence in Ontario, and the spirit of Panamania are the main 
themes underlying an exciting series of festivals and an outdoor  
art installation, as mcmichael turns toward the Humber river  
to celebrate and focus on water and its biological, spiritual, and 
cultural connections. 

Cover, front and back:
Clarence Gagnon (1881–1942), Francois Paradis in the North (detail), 1928/1933, 
watercolour and coloured pencil and/or pastel with gouache on paper sheet, image: 
20.2 x 18.2 cm, Gift of Colonel r.s. mclaughlin, mcmichael Canadian art Collection
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Funded by

SPeCIAl exHIBITIOn

7: Professional native
Indian Artists Inc.
may 9 to september 7, 2015

This exhibition offers an unparalleled opportunity to engage with 
one of Canada’s most important early artist alliances. Gathering 
informally in the early 1970s, Norval morrisseau, Daphne Odjig, 
Jackson Beardy, eddy Cobiness, alex Janvier, Carl ray, and Joseph 
sanchez formed this influential and historical group and officially 
incorporated as the Professional Native Indian artists Inc. (PNIaI) 
in april 1975. This “Group of seven” was a groundbreaking cultural 
and political entity that self-organized to demand recognition as 
professional, contemporary artists and stimulated a new way of 
thinking about contemporary first Nations people, their lives, and art. 

The exhibition draws on both private and public art collections to 
bring together close to 100 works, and considers the group’s col-
lective artistic impact, as well as the distinctive styles and experi-
mentation of the individual artists.

Organized by

Norval morrisseau (1931–2007), 

Artist’s Wife and Daughter, 1975, 

acrylic on hardboard,101.6 x 81.3 cm, 

Purchase 1975, mcmichael Canadian 

art Collection



Gallery Talk: long life of the 
Voyageur Canoe 
Speaker: Jeremy Ward 
saturday, June 20
11 am to 12 pm

Included with gallery admission. 
Registration required. 

national Aboriginal Day
Family Day
sunday, June 21
11 am to 3 pm

Included with gallery admission.

Celebrating National aboriginal Day in the year of Ontario’s 400th 
anniversary of francophone presence wouldn’t be complete without 
bringing the spotlight to the métis and francophone communities 
prominent in the early years of the province’s history. Immerse 
your family in the weekend-long celebration of the birchbark 
canoe legacy.  

Offered in English and French.
Visites en français et en anglais.

The Canadian Canoe museum curator Jeremy 
Ward draws upon the museum’s internationally 
renowned collection of more than 600 watercraft 
to explore the rich legacy of the iconic freighter 
canoe used across the Canadian North. 
Ward leads an unusual and richly illustrated 
exploration of this northern icon’s legacy and its 
transformations within a changing landscape.

The festivities will include storytelling and 
a musical performance in both english and 
french by métis artist Virginia Barter. Drop-
in sash-weaving studio classes, developed in 
collaboration with métis artist Nathalie Bertin, 
will be offered throughout the day. The mobile 
display Champlain #1615 will also be featured  
on-site throughout the day.

Blake Debassige (b. 1956), The Great and Mischievous Nanabush, c. 1975, acrylic on canvas,  
121.5 x 132.3 cm, Purchase 1975, mcmichael Canadian art Collection

BIRCHBARk CAnOe FeSTIVAl 
JuNe 20 & 21

5

Commemorating 400 years of 
francophone presence in Ontario This project is funded in part by



Movement Meditation  
and Haiku Workshops  
at the McMichael
saturdays, July 18, & 
august 1 & 15 
1:30 to 3 pm
sundays, July 12 & 26, & 
august 9
1:30 to 3 pm

Opening and Canada Day  
Celebration
Wednesday, July 1
11 am to 4 pm

Artist Talk
Speakers: Thom Sokoloski in  
conversation with Shawn Micallef
Wednesday, July 1
11 am to 12 pm

Included with gallery admission. 
Registration required. 

Inspired by samuel Champlain’s arrival in Ontario 400 years 
ago and to celebrate the TOrONTO 2015 Pan am/Parapan am 
Games’ community spirit, the mcmichael presents Colour of the 
River Running Through Us, a sculptural-based public art installation 
conceived by Thom sokoloski.
 
as part of the project, the mcmichael ravine becomes a “river” 
for an amassed flotilla of canoe-inspired sculptures hovering 
above visitors; a ceremonial ground on which those who wish to 
participate can engage in movement meditations to express their 
experiences of river water through the writing and offering of a 
haiku poem that will become part of the artwork. The installation 
is a metaphor for the power and poetry of Canada’s river systems: 
how they flow through people’s lives to evoke dreams, inspire 
imagination, and drive one’s deepest hopes.

explore the theme of the river 
through movement meditation 
and poetry writing. 

Visit mcmichael.com for details 
on workshops and other  
exciting programs offered at 
Ontario’s Celebration Zone,  
Harbourfront Centre, as part  
of the TOrONTO 2015 Pan 
am/Parapan am Games.

Offered in English and French  
on Saturdays.

Explorez le thème de la rivière 
à travers la méditation en 
mouvement et la poésie.

Visitez mcmichael.com pour 
des détails sur les ateliers et les 
programmes captivants offerts à la 
Zone des célébrations de l’Ontario, 
au Centre Harbourfront, dans le 
cadre des Jeux Pan AM/Parapan 
AM TORONTO 2015.

Visites en français et en anglais  
le samedi.

recognizing the role the Humber river has played in the both 
the history of aboriginal people and explorers, the mcmichael 
celebrates Ontario’s 400th anniversary of francophone presence 
with the opening of Thom sokoloski’s installation Colour of the River 
Running Through Us. enjoy various activities for the family, including 
a musical drama created by Hugh Barnett and the Carrying Place 
ensemble focusing on the history of this heritage trail. 

Opening remarks will be held at 1 pm, followed by Canada Day 
cupcakes.

Celebrated for public art installations such as The Encampment 
presented in New York, Ottawa, and, most recently, at fort York 
in Toronto, The Scarecrows presented in New York and Huntsville, 
Ontario, and All The Artists Are Here presented at art Toronto 
2013, Thom sokoloski is the mastermind behind Colour of the River 
Running Through Us. Discover the fascinating art of sokoloski with 
this special interview by Toronto Star columnist, shawn micallef.  

Thom sokoloski (b. 1950), Colour  
of the River Running Through Us, 2015, 
renderings and photograph  
by Thom sokoloski

COlOUR OF THe RIVeR 
RUnnInG THROUGH US
OuTDOOr arT INsTallaTION
JulY 1 TO auGusT 16
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This project is funded in part by
Visitors of all ages are invited to explore sokoloski’s installation  
and the theme of the river through Humber Valley nature hikes, an 
aboriginal canoe ceremony and teachings, and installation-related 
art, poetry, and movement workshops.

Colour of the River Running 
Through Us Family Day
sunday, July 12
11 am to 3 pm

Included with gallery admission.

Community Events Sponsor



Re-Generation:  
Desert *Water* Seed
Performers: Dancing Earth:  
Indigenous Contemporary Dance 
Creations
Thursday, august 6
7:30 to 8:30 pm

Coinciding with the opening of this year’s Parapan am Games, 
Planet Indigenus, Toronto’s largest aboriginal festival, invites 
indigenous people from around the world to exchange creative 
ideas every two years. The mcmichael celebrates the festival by 
exploring themes of water, seeds, plants, and food, reflecting upon 
and honouring the roots that interconnect and nourish all beings. 

For more details and fee information, please refer to 
the Dance Series section on page 12.

Canadian photographer and ethnographer Norman Hallendy  
shares his knowledge of the connection of the aboriginal  
community to water through his conversations with aboriginal 
elders in the deserts of Colorado, utah, arizona, and New mexico.

Included with gallery admission. Registration required.

Bring the family for hikes, aboriginal storytelling, a North american 
Native Hoop Dance Workshop with lisa Odjig, and more.

Included with gallery admission. 

PlAneT InDIGenUS FeSTIVAl  
aT THe mcmICHael
sHareD ClImaTe, sHareD CulTure
auGusT 6, 8, aND 9 

COMMeMORATInG 400 YeARS OF  
FRAnCOPHOne PReSenCe In OnTARIO
WITH sPeCIal famIlY PrOGrammING

Perched on the ridge of the Humber Valley, the mcmichael  
overlooks the river that has played an essential role in aboriginal 
history and the history of european settlers. The “shared path” 
was part of the waterway used by Étienne Brûlé while travelling 
along the Toronto Carrying Place Trail, and it continues today to 
welcome those who walk and cycle along its banks, from the  
mcmichael to the shores of lake Ontario. 

Come celebrate the shared heritage of the Humber river with this 
bilingual family programming day, including drop-in art workshops, 
family tours, and the mark ford performance Étienne Brûlé Returns 
(Le retour d’Étienne Brûlé). 
Included with gallery admission.

Artist Talk: Taahó
Speaker: Norman Hallendy
saturday, august 8
11 am to 12 pm

Shared Climate, Shared  
Culture, Planet IndigenUS
Family Day
sunday, august 9
11 am to 3 pm

le sentier partagé/
The Shared Path
Family Day 

sunday, september 13 
11 am to 3 pm
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For details on other programs 
celebrating 400 years of  
francophone presence in Ontario, 
please refer to the Birchbark  
Canoe Festival on page 5.

Norman Hallendy (b. 1930)  
Evening Mist, Taahó, 2014,  
digital photography

Supported by:

Consulate general 
of the united states
toronto, Canada

Tourism Partner



SPeAkeR SeRIeS
ParT Of THe 
mcmICHael 
sIGNaTure 
PerfOrmaNCe 
serIes 
art. music. Conversation.

Art of Collecting Discussion 
Panel
Speakers: Kathryn Minard, Gary 
Wyatt, and Stephen Ranger 

saturday, October 17
11 am to 12:30 pm

Artworks Identification Clinic

saturday, October 17
12:30 to 2 pm

explore various aspects of collecting, such as artworks valuation 
and connoisseurship, the world of dealership, and art auction, in 
this moderated discussion panel. The experts will include Kathryn 
minard, a Certified appraiser of Personal Property (CaPP) with  
a specialty in fine art and a Canadian instructor in appraisal  
studies with the International society of appraisers (Isa),  
Gary Wyatt, owner of the renowned spirit Wrestler Gallery in  
Vancouver, and stephen ranger, an auctioneer, appraiser, and  
consultant recently appointed Vice-President of Business  
Development at Waddington’s auction house. 

The art of Collecting Discussion Panel (listed above) will be followed 
by an artworks Identification Clinic, offered by Waddington’s  
auction house, experts in Inuit and first Nations art. This event  
will provide an opportunity to bring up to three works of art or 
photographs of art to be assessed.

Per Speaking event: a+ seating (first two rows only): $39 general 
public; $31 mcmichael members; $15 for students with valid ID.
a seating: $29 general public; $24 mcmichael members;  
$15 for students with valid ID. 
Registration required. Fee includes gallery admission. 
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Supported by

Charles edenshaw (c.1839-1920),  
Sea Bear Bracelet, late 19th century, silver, 
mcmichael Canadian art Collection,  
Purchase 1974. Photograph by Trevor mills, 
Vancouver art Gallery

FALL 2015 
PrOGrammING 
HIGHlIGHTs

The Transforming Spirit exhibition and gallery talk will give visitors 
an opportunity to view an incredible once-private collection,  
donated to the mcmichael this year, and to explore the practice  
of art collecting that informed this contemporary collection. 

Transforming Spirit tells the story of Jamie Cameron and Christopher 
Bredt and their passionate commitment to art from Canada’s 
Northwest Coast, showcasing work by twenty-eight of the region’s 
most celebrated artists. among the featured works are rattles, 
blankets, bentwood boxes, a totem pole, and works on paper. There 
are also many examples of an object important for its expressive 
qualities—the mask, a form for communicating the importance of 
nature, animals, and human beings, as well as imagined characters, 
which are at the core of many first Nations cultures. 

Gallery Talk: Collecting Passion
Speakers: Jamie Cameron and 
Christopher Bredt in conversation 
with Sarah Stanners
saturday, November 7
11 am to 12 pm

Included with gallery admission. 
Registration required.

This fall, the mcmichael’s special exhibition is inspired by the 
generous donation of Northwest Coast art by noted Toronto-based 
collectors Jamie Cameron and Christopher Bredt. This conversation, 
led by sarah stanners, the mcmichael’s Director of Curatorial 
and Collections, will examine the twenty-five year development of 
the Cameron/Bredt contemporary collection and provide unique 
insight into the nature of collecting.

SPeCIAl exHIBITIOn

Transforming Spirit: The 
Cameron/Bredt Collection 
of Contemporary northwest 
Coast Art
september 19, 2015 to  
february 15, 2016

Ken mowatt (b. 1944), Eagle Clan Helmet, 
2006, red cedar, horse hair, acrylic paint, 
leather, 31.5 x 40 cm diameter, Gift of 
Christopher Bredt and Jamie Cameron,  
mcmichael Canadian art Collection. 
Photograph by Craig Boyko 



DAnCe SeRIeS
ParT Of THe 
mcmICHael 
sIGNaTure 
PerfOrmaNCe 
serIes 
art. music. Conversation.

COnCeRT SeRIeS
ParT Of THe 
mcmICHael 
sIGNaTure 
PerfOrmaNCe 
serIes 
art. music. Conversation.

rulan Tangen, a talented aboriginal choreographer and dancer,
leads her dancers in a site-specific dance ceremony, responding to 
the Humber river. With a collaborative process that will include 
creative engagement with the local first Nations community,  
Dancing earth will respond to the energy of waterways, seeds,  
flowers, and trees, honouring the roots that nourish and  
interconnect all beings.

Offered as part of the Planet Indigenus festival at the mcmichael,  
the performance will be followed by a discussion with the artists. 

Please note: the gallery will be open until 7 pm on the night of the  
performance.

living and singing in asia for eight years, Genevieve marentette 
is beloved amongst Toronto’s musicians for her talent and grace. 
since returning to Toronto in september, she was featured in the 
JaZZ.fm91 Cabaret series Tribute to Peggy Lee and has released a 
six-song eP, titled after her nickname “Gigi.” Gigi is also featured in 
a recent duet with David Clayton-Thomas on his latest record of 
jazz standards, COMBO. enjoy a full range of jazz, from early style 
swing and blues, Brazilian and french, to modern interpretations of 
popular music gems from the 1960s to the 1980s.

Veteran musician Tony Quarrington has used the mcmichael’s  
collections as inspiration for some of the best compositions in  
his career, including the Group of Seven Suite and Emily Songs.  
a formidable presence on the Toronto music scene, Tony  
Quarrington’s trio is back at the mcmichael, after two sold- 
out previous appearances, with a combination of new original  
compositions that reflect on aboriginal and métis history and  
offer a more light-hearted repertoire, with special guest Don 
francks on vocal.   

JuNO award-winning trumpeter and composer David Buchbinder 
and his stellar quartet play original jazz that perfectly balances 
Buchbinder’s complex, dynamic compositions with the ensemble’s 
fiery, masterful improvisations. The quartet takes audiences on 
a journey to the centre of the “joyful noise” as they craft jazz and 
world music influences into a unique, celebratory sound. 

Per Dance event: $29 general public; $24 mcmichael  
members; $15 for students with valid ID.  
Registration required. Fee includes gallery admission. 

Per Concert event: a+ seating (first two rows only): $39 general 
public; $31 mcmichael members; $15 for students with valid ID.
a seating: $29 general public; $24 mcmichael members;  
$15 for students with valid ID.  
Registration required. Fee includes gallery admission. 

The McMichael Concert Series returns with three concerts by leading 
Canadian musicians. a gallery visit and parking are included in the 
price of the concert, giving concert-goers an opportunity to explore 
the mcmichael’s exhibitions and grounds, and enjoy a world-class 
musical performance.

Re-Generation:  
Desert *Water* Seed
Performers: Dancing Earth:  
Indigenous Contemporary Dance 
Creations
Thursday, august 6
7:30 to 8:30 pm

Genevieve Marentette Quartet

sunday, November 1
3 to 4 pm

Tony Quarrington and Friends

sunday, November 29
3 to 4 pm

David Buchbinder’s Quartet

sunday, October 4
3 to 4 pm

Supported by:

© Paulo T. Photography for 
Dancing earth Creations 
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Consulate general 
of the united states
toronto, Canada



ART CLASSES
sTuDIO Classes

Through demonstrations and individual attention, participants will 
learn the essential features of painting outdoors while exploring the 
unique opportunities en plein air allows.

Please note: A half-hour lunch break is included. Please bring your lunch.

mcmichael studio Classes are designed to introduce and foster 
development of the basic techniques and tools of visual expression 
and to nurture the unique creativity of each participant.

materials are not included, but may be purchased through the  
Gallery shop at 905.893.1121 ext 2237.  
Registration required. Class size: 15.

In this introductory course to acrylic and water-based oils,  
participants learn drawing and painting techniques and develop  
a personal voice in painting.

materials, techniques, ideas, and process are explored in this class 
to assist with the execution of individual bodies of work.  

Register early for this previously sold-out class by popular  
McMichael instructor, lorne McDermott.

14

learn about different types of paper, paints, and brushes while  
trying several watercolour techniques in this introductory  
watercolour painting class. 

Watercolour Studio
Beginner Class
Instructor: Marlene Madole 
Thursdays, 6 to 9 pm 
October 22 to November 26   
(six classes) 

Fee: $269 general public;  
$215 mcmichael members. 

15

en Plein Air Painting *neW 
Introductory Class 
Instructor: Lorne McDermott
saturday, september 19 to 
sunday, september 20 
(two classes)
10 am to 4:30 pm 

Fee: $179 general public; 
$143 mcmichael members.

Painting Studio
Beginner Class
Instructor: Lorne McDermott
Tuesdays, 6 to 9 pm
september 15 to October 20
(six classes)

Fee: $269 general public;  
$215 mcmichael members. 

Painting Studio
Open Studio—Intermediate/
Advanced Painting 
Instructor: Lorne McDermott
Tuesdays, 6 to 9 pm
October 27 to December 15
(eight classes)

Fee: $359 general public;  
$287 mcmichael members.



ART CLASSES
masTer Classes

By experimenting with several mark-making techniques, 
participants will use pastels to successfully capture and portray 
the figure.  
Margaret Ferraro has participated in high-profile shows, including 
the Pastel society of america exhibition at The National arts Club 
in New York City, and won the top award for Portrait and figure at 
the Pastel society of eastern Canada’s National exhibition in 2010.
Fee includes the cost of the model.

Designed for advanced artists, mcmichael master Classes are led 
by well-known professionals and art instructors.

materials are not included, but may be purchased through the  
Gallery shop at 905.893.1121 ext 2237.  
Registration required. Class size: 15. Please note: A half-hour lunch break 
is included. Please bring your lunch.

In this process-oriented course, participants will further develop 
their understanding of acrylic paint, working with fluid acrylics, 
heavy body paint, mediums, and varnishes. emphasis will be placed 
on experimentation. 
Ernestine Tahedl was the recipient of the 2000 arts and letters 
award from The arts & letters Club of Toronto and the Queen 
elizabeth II Golden and Diamond Jubilee medals. Her work is  
represented in public, corporate, and private collections and  
galleries in Canada, the united states, france, switzerland,  
austria, and Japan.
 
Designed for advanced artists, this course will assist participants  
to develop a personal voice when painting the land through  
observation and analysis. 
John Leonard, a Toronto-based painter, is a member of the royal 
Canadian academy of arts, a graduate of the Ontario College of 
art and sir sandford fleming College, and has taught extensively 
at many of Ontario’s universities and art schools, including OCaD 
university, the university of Toronto, and York university. 

16

Pastel—Colour, Mark Making, 
and the Figure with Margaret 
Ferraro 
saturday, October 3 to 
sunday, October 4 (two classes)
10 am to 4:30 pm

Fee: $199 general public; 
$163 mcmichael members. 

exploring Acrylics 
with ernestine Tahedl 
saturday, November 7 to 
sunday, November 8  
(two classes)
10 am to 4:30 pm

Fee: $179 general public; 
$143 mcmichael members. 

Contemporary landscape 
Painting with John leonard 
saturday, November 14 to 
sunday, November 15 
(two classes)
10 am to 4:30 pm

Fee: $179 general public; 
$143 mcmichael members. 
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mark your calendar for these seasonal celebrations and family Days!

for more details, please visit mcmichael.com today.

national Aboriginal Day
Family Day
sunday, June 21
11 am to 3 pm

Colour of the River Running 
Through Us Family Day
sunday, July 12
11 am to 3 pm

Humber River Shakespeare 
Company at the McMichael
shakespeare’s The Merry  
Wives of Windsor 
friday, July 24, 7 pm

Prices are in Canadian funds, include tax, and are subject to change.  
advance reservations are required where indicated.

To register, please contact the Bookings Coordinator at 905.893.1121  
ext. 2209 or email bookings@mcmichael.com

Program details are subject to change.  
Please call or visit mcmichael.com to confirm.

ReGISTRATIOn
InFORMATIOn
fOr all
PrOGrams

Shared Climate, Shared  
Culture, Planet IndigenUS 
Family Day
sunday, august 9
11 am to 3 pm

le sentier partagé/The Shared 
Path Family Day
sunday, september 13
11 am to 3 pm

Culture Days/Doors Open 
Vaughan 
saturday, september 26 &  
sunday, september 27 

CeleBRATIOnS 
AnD FAMIlY DAYS

Harvest Art Feast, 
Thanksgiving Family Day
sunday, October 11
11 am to 3 pm

History and Memory 
Family Day
sunday, November 8
11 am to 3 pm

Happy Holidays with Humber 
River Shakespeare Company 
Family Day
sunday, December 13
11 am to 3 pm

J.e.H. macDonald (1873–1932), Forest Wilderness (detail), 
1921, oil on canvas, 122 x 152 cm, Gift of Colonel r.s. 
mclaughlin, mcmichael Canadian art Collection
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