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With the launch of the Weston Family Learning 
Centre in 2011, the Art Gallery of Ontario 
extended a new form of welcome to the 
communities we serve. The centre represents 
an unprecedented investment in accessibility, 
openness and partnership—as well as a deeper 
focus on our decades-long commitment to 
outstanding art education.  

New emphasis on innovation and outreach is 
making the AGO a new kind of gallery and a 
new kind of gathering place. We are attracting 
larger, more diverse audiences. We are forging 
new links between community engagement and 
contemporary art practice. We are becoming 
an ever more vibrant hub for culture and 
community: a home for artists, innovators and 
learners of all ages and walks of life.

The time is 
now to invest 
in creativity.

Today, we are seeking your support to enable 
us to build on this success and take our award-
winning education and public programs to 
the next level. We invite you to join us in an 
extraordinary experiment: together, let’s find 
out just how many things a 21st-century art 
museum makes possible. 

The Weston 
Family 
Learning 
Centre 
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“The reason we are 
interested in art is 
because the subject 
matter is life.” 

—Arthur Lismer

Since 1930, miLLiONs OF peOpLe hAve FOuNd 
iNsTruCTiON ANd iNspirATiON ThrOuGh The 
AGO’s ArT eduCATiON prOGrAms. TOdAy, The AGO 
remAiNs AT The FOreFrONT OF The mOvemeNT TO 
eNGAGe NeW AudieNCes iN The sTudy ANd prACTiCe 
OF ArT.

A LegACy oF ouTreACh  
And engAgemenT  

Our adult audiences also continue to grow in 
size and diversity, drawn in part by the AGO’s 
broad array of community partnerships. The 
combination of our innovative education 
programs and our unmatched collections—as 
well as myriad opportunities for working artists 
and the public to come together—makes the 
Weston Family Learning Centre a uniquely 
engaging place to learn and create. 

Invitation and 
Transformation 
Art education 
at the AGO 

Founded in 1930, the AGO’s Gallery school was 
the first museum-based art education centre 
in North America. The school was conceived 
by Group of seven painter Arthur Lismer, a 
visionary who believed that art had the power 
to transform any life—galleries and educators 
had only to open the doors. Today, the doors 
of the Weston Family Learning Centre are open 
wider than ever. 

each month, over 2,500 young children enjoy 
the dr. mariano elia hands-On Centre, a stimu- 
lating space for creative play. Over 37,000 students 
take part in AGO art education programs annu-
ally. New initiatives such as the virtual Field Trip 
program have given schoolchildren from sarnia 
to Timmins to the six Nations reserve real-time 
online access to AGO staff and exhibitions. 

Arthur LiSmer,   
CeLebrATed pAiNTer 
ANd member OF The 
GrOup OF seveN, 
FOuNded The AGO’s 
eduCATiON prOGrAm 
iN 1930.
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The AGO’s mission is simple and ambitious: we bring people together  
with art to see, experience and understand the world in new ways. 

What’s the difference between putting art on the wall and changing  
the way people see the world? A visitor-centred approach. 

We know two things about putting visitors first. The first is that it’s the 
best way to have an impact. Accessible art programs deliver real benefits: 
students thrive socially and academically, adults report a greater sense 
of meaning, some illnesses even show signs of alleviation. And in a 
knowledge-based economy, creativity is a prized capability. 

The other thing we know about putting visitors first is that it requires 
investment. The AGO’s endowments fuel the work required to truly 
welcome people: to understand their needs and interests; to prepare 
inspiring spaces and relevant programs; to be generous and flexible. 
When a group makes a request—Can we customize a tour for adults 
with schizophrenia? Can we offer an enriching experience to at-risk youth 
who have never been to a gallery (and can we do it for free)?—our 
endowments let us say, “yes.”  

saying yes makes us more than an art museum. it makes us a public 
institution that helps our city and province grow healthier, more 
prosperous and more connected. you don’t have to be an art lover  
to love that. 

matthew Teitelbaum
michael and sonja Koerner director, and CeO

enriching 
relationships
making a 
difference 

mAtthew teiteLbAum, The AGO’s miChAeL ANd 
sONjA KOerNer direCTOr, ANd CeO, siTs iN ON AN 
AGO yOuTh COuNCiL eveNT. The WesTON FAmiLy 
LeArNiNG CeNTre is hOme TO The AGO’s pOpuLAr 
yOuTh prOGrAms—mANy desiGNed ANd Led by 
yOuNG peOpLe ThemseLves.

A neW Kind oF ArT museum: 
VisiTors FirsT 



98

The AGO’s field-leading education programs are 
rooted in the conviction that when the curiosity 
and creativity in each of us gain strength, our 
whole society benefits. This is why we invest 
heavily in the accessibility of our programs, and 
why we see art education as central to our mis-
sion as a public institution.

it was an occasion for special celebration when 
the AGO’s education and public programming 
department was recently recognized as 
Ontario’s Art educator of the year by the 
Ontario Art education Association. recognition 
like this is meaningful to us because it tells us 
not just that we have good ideas, but also that 
we are connecting and making a difference.
 

The AGO asked young adults: if a program 
were designed with you in mind, what would 
it be like? They said it would happen at night. 
it would be fun and relaxed—not stuffy. And it 
would offer them experiences with art that they 
couldn’t find anywhere else. 

in 2012, the AGO launched First Thursdays:  
evenings of art, performance and conversation 
programmed on the first Thursday of each 
month. These nights have quickly become 
not only some of the most interesting things 
happening at the AGO, but also some of the 
most interesting things happening in the city. 
The Toronto Star calls them “an exciting  
game-changer.” 

Art education
A catalyst 
for cultural 
vitality

events typically sell out, drawing over 2,500 
people to the Gallery. They feature:
•	 live music from artists ranging from punk 

icon patti smith to juno nominees A Tribe 
Called red;

•	 pop-up talks by curators, writers and artists 
such as don mcKellar and sook yin Lee; 

•	 artmaking opportunities;
•	 performances by local artists and artists-in-

residence;
•	 access to exhibitions; 
•	 and, like any good party, great food  

and drink. 

Art education has always delivered important 
social benefits. but in the context we face 
today—a culture teeming with visual media and 
an economy that increasingly demands new 
forms of creativity and agility—visual literacy 
and cultural fluency have never been more 
valuable. 

neW Forms oF WeLCome:
FirsT ThursdAys
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The nerve centre of our education and outreach 
work is the Weston Family Learning Centre. The 
catalyst for this beautiful and versatile addition 
to the AGO was a foundational gift from the  
W. Garfield Weston Foundation and a contri-
bution from the federal government’s 
infrastructure stimulus Fund.

The Weston Family Learning Centre is 35,000 
square feet of welcoming, functional space, 
alive with activity. but it is more than a physical  
place. it’s a platform that lets us be a great neigh-
bour and a generous host. it’s a portal through 
which people, projects and ideas flow into and 
out of the AGO. it’s a magnet for creators and an 
indispensable asset to our city and province. 

On the day it launched, we knew the Weston 
Family Learning Centre would be the perfect 
home for our education programs. We knew 
the creative visionaries of the future would 
remember being inspired here. 

What we didn’t fully realize was how much the 
centre would enhance our ability to partner and 
share. Over 120 organizations make use of the 
Weston Family Learning Centre each year. With 
more than half of these, the AGO co-creates, 
co-hosts or co-operates to make something 
new—something we could not have made alone.  

We have discovered that when we find new 
ways to connect and welcome people, every 
part of the Gallery becomes energized. 
The more generously we engage with our 
communities, the richer we become.

PArTnershiP And PurPose:
A sPACe To shAre

A PubLiC AsseT:  
An inCubATor For CreATiViTy

support for the Weston Family Learning Centre 
is support for: 
•	 partnerships with the michaëlle jean  

Foundation, CAmh, Luminato and scores  
of other organizations;

•	 meeting spaces for small arts organizations 
and community groups, many of which 
access our resources for free;

•	 creative interactions between working  
artists and the public;

•	 flexible, comfortable spaces for children 
and youth;

•	 more than 30 daily art programs, including 
many free drop-ins and workshops.
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because we believe so strongly in what art can 
do for people and communities, we believe that 
breaking down barriers to art and art education 
is critically important. endowments are our most 
powerful tool for breaking down those barriers, 
and today we are asking for your help in further 
strengthening our endowments. 

Overseen by the AGO Foundation’s investment 
Committee, our endowments have a consistent 
record of higher-than-benchmark performance. 
The committee comprises an exceptional group 
of investment professionals and AGO supporters, 
known for achieving strong returns while striking 
a careful balance between ensuring the endow-
ments’ long-term health and making vital invest-
ments in the AGO’s mission.

every day, our endowments enable 
bursaries, subsidies, passes and 
free programs. These let us share 
life-changing experiences of art 
with people regardless of their 
financial circumstances (especially 
schoolchildren and newcomers). 

please consider fuelling these 
efforts and countless others by sup-
porting the endowments that make 
them possible. A contribution to 
our endowments lets us be wel-
coming hosts, generous partners, 
creative educators and outstanding 
community members. 

A CALL For endoWmenT suPPorT:  
WhAT donors mAKe PossibLe

What have those investments in our mission 
achieved in recent years?  They have: 
•	 drawn more families into the galleries; families 

with young children now make up 15% of our 
visitors (and counting). 

•	 enabled our staff to enhance our education 
and public programs. participation is up across 
all our program areas, and in some youth pro-
grams by 100% or more.

•	 allowed us to forge more than 30 partnerships 
with organizations serving adults living with 
mental illness. 

•	 let us be pioneers in programs like the institute 
for Canadian Citizenship’s Cultural Access pass, 
which encourages newcomers to Canada to 
connect with cultural institutions. 

endowments help 
sustain successful 
programs, expand 
access and nurture 
new ideas.
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45,000+
  
people per year 
participating in free 
Gallery tours and talks

38,000+
hours of volunteer  
community service 
given by high-school 
students

students who have art education as 
part of their curriculum perform bet-
ter across all subject areas.

teachers supported 
in their art 
education work

15,000+
programs operating 
simultaneously 
out of the centre 
on weekdays

30+

400
works of art on 
display in the new 
Weston Family 
Learning Centre

people served annu-
ally through Weston 
Family Learning  
Centre programs

150,000+

Studies have found that artmaking can 
enhance cognitive function in older 
adults with dementia and can reduce 
depression and fatigue in cancer 
patients undergoing chemotherapy.

the AGO’s art education programs have changed 
millions of lives over the past eight decades. 
today, we are poised to make a greater impact 
than ever before. 

youth who are involved in art programs 
have higher self-esteem, are less likely 
to drop out of school and are more likely 
to get involved in their local community.

research shows that youth who 
participate in art programs are four 
times as likely to participate in 
science and math fairs—and twice 
as likely to win academic awards.

teaching artists
50

Children who are exposed to art in 
their early years exhibit more fully 
developed social, cognitive and 
emotional abilities.

square feet of 
daylight-filled  
studio space

6,000

The impact of 
Art education:
individuals and 
communities 
transformed
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The AGO is a family-friendly destination, with fun, engaging 
activities for parents and children aged one year and older. 
Families can enhance their Gallery experience with a Kids’  
Activity bag; drop by the Kids’ Gallery, a new permanent space 
designed for children; visit our dr. mariano elia hands-On 
Centre for creative play; take an artmaking class; or even try 
caregiver and baby yoga in the henry moore sculpture Centre. 

The AGO’s award-winning programs for youth recently 
celebrated their 15th anniversary. The Gallery hosts hundreds 
of youth internships and facilitates close to 50,000 hours of 
volunteer community service by high-school students an-
nually. The AGO youth Council plans and executes three to 
four major art projects each year, often in collaboration with 
local and international artists. The AGO is free for high-school 
students every weekday afternoon; Free After Three invites 
young people to visit exhibitions or participate in artmaking 
workshops. 

The AGO delivers courses and workshops in artmaking and art 
history, as well as diverse lectures and discussions. First-hand 
experiences of AGO collections and exhibitions are at the 
heart of every program. in addition to its work with the public 
at large, the AGO makes targeted efforts to reach audiences 
that might otherwise face barriers to accessing our programs 
and collections.

AduLTs

youTh

ChiLdren & 
FAmiLies

sTudenTs & 
TeAChers

ArTisTs Working artists enrich the AGO’s education programs in 
many ways. Our youth programs frequently feature collabora-
tions with working artists; one participating artist recently 
described her experience with the AGO youth Council as “the 
ideal way to collaborate artistically.” The AGO’s Artist-in- 
residence program, a collaboration between our education 
and Curatorial departments, is flourishing. To date, artists 
from the u.K., japan and France, as well as many Toronto-based 
artists, have animated the AGO. Artists intervene in the gal- 
leries; make work that draws on our spaces and collections; 
and connect with our diverse audience groups in creative ways. 

The AGO is an invaluable resource for the formal school 
system. Our programs support teachers and promote visual lit-
eracy and a love of art in young learners. Our virtual Field Trip 
program provides real-time online interactions with AGO staff 
and exhibitions for students outside the GTA. Our Teacher 
Access program provides free general admission and custom-
ized resources for teachers. And the AGO continues to deliver 
outstanding experiences to student visitors, almost 40,000 of 
whom experience the Gallery through school trips each year, 
many of them enabled by passes and subsidies. 

building and 
supporting
Audiences 
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One day, Noah came home from art camp so 
excited he could hardly contain himself. He told 
me he had “learned how to be happy.” I asked 
what he meant and he told me at art camp he had 
learned that he could express himself through art 
without worrying about right or wrong, good or 
bad. He learned how to start creating something 
without knowing what it was going to be. This 
made him happy. 

I realized everything else in his life was teaching 
him the right and wrong way to do things: how to 
behave, spell, kick a ball. Art camp let him just try 
new things and see what happened.

Art camp changed Noah’s life. It showed him 
that there are many paths and that he can
make his own way, without always needing
a map. It taught him how to be happy.

—dr. jeffrey yokota

LiVes TrAnsFormed:
ChiLdren & FAmiLies

LiVes 
TrAns-
Formed

Dr. Jeffrey yOkOtA, 
prOFessOr iN The 
depArTmeNT OF AerO-
spACe eNGiNeeriNG AT 
ryersON uNiversiTy, 
WiTh six-yeAr-OLd  
sON, NOAh.
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Lives Transformed:
YouTh

When I think about how my experiences on the AGO Youth Council 
connect to my current work as a first-year architecture student at 
the University of Toronto, a couple of things stand out. 

First, architecture is a collaborative field, and I think I’m much 
better prepared for that part of it—and more open to it—than I 
might have been without my Youth Council experiences. When I 
was younger I was pretty independent and liked working alone. 
But collaboration is a big part of the Youth Council; it taught 
me that working with others has its challenges, but you can do 
things together that you couldn’t do alone. The council has been 
involved in some pretty complex, large-scale, long-term col-
laborations—and when it all comes together in the end, that’s a 
satisfying feeling. 

The other thing about Youth Council that has been important to 
me is that it’s exposed me to so many artists and different ways 
of working. When you’re young, you’re a sponge—you soak  
everything up. The more you can see and learn about other 
people’s work, the better. I know that, eventually, the things I 
make in my own career will be unique, shaped in part by the 
experiences and opportunities I’ve had over the last few years.

—phat Le

PhAt Le  
(bOTTOm middLe) 
TAKes A breAK WiTh 
his FeLLOW AGO yOuTh 
COuNCiL members.  

My residency at the AGO enabled an intensive period of stimulating research 
and site-responsive production. 

I was extremely impressed by how supportive and generous the staff were, 
enabling me to complete ambitious projects that involved co-ordinating 
individuals from many departments. The staff listened attentively to my ideas 
and worked hard to find creative ways to support them. They found ways 
to “get to a YES.” Their work, their ideas and their enthusiasm contributed 
greatly to the success of my research and production.

I benefited from AGO staff’s knowledge of the Gallery’s history and exhibi-
tions, their critical and inventive ways of making works available to broad 
audiences and their ideas in support of my own projects. With so many 
thoughtful advisors, I often felt that I was the luckiest artist in the city. My 
time at the AGO has yielded new insights and relationships. Because I live 
and teach in the Toronto area, I am eager to share this knowledge, these 
relationships and opportunities to participate in the life of the museum with 
my students for many years to come.

I look forward to my continued friendship with the AGO and with the people 
who make it an exceptional place.

—diane borsato

DiAne bOrSAtO  
(CeNTre) pArTiCipATes 
iN A COLLeCTive 
mediTATiON iN WALKer 
COurT WiTh 100 
beeKeepers. bOrsATO 
prepAred This pieCe 
(YOUr TEMpEr, MY 
WEATHEr) As pArT OF 
The AGO’s NuiT bLANChe 
prOGrAmmiNG.  

LiVes TrAnsFormed:
ArTisTs

LiVes TrAnsFormed:
youTh
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The Weston Community Accessibility program 
has opened the minds of our patients in ways we 
would never have imagined. Because the majority 
of our patients are so disenfranchised, without this 
program they would never have had the oppor-
tunity or the confidence to go to the AGO.

Your thoughtful education guides have always 
helped them feel welcomed and included, and we 
believe this has allowed them to feel a sense of 
comfort in expressing their opinions about art.

This process has been tremendously exciting for us 
to watch as staff, since for many patients, talking 
with others, expressing their ideas without fear 
of judgment and feeling excited and engaged are 
completely new experiences. Some have even been 
inspired to return to the AGO on their own after 
their first visit with us. 

Thank you for helping to enrich the inner lives of 
our patients. 

—Zoe Levitt

LiVes TrAnsFormed:
AduLTs

ZOe LeVitt, sOCiAL 
WOrKer WiTh The 
uNiversiTy heALTh 
NeTWOrK. ZOe’s pATieNTs 
hAve experieNCed 
FACiLiTATed visiTs AT 
The AGO ThrOuGh The 
WesTON COmmuNiTy 
ACCessibiLiTy prOGrAm 
FOr peOpLe LiviNG WiTh 
sChiZOphreNiA ANd OTher 
FOrms OF meNTAL iLLNess.

In Toronto, we are fortunate to have a resource 
like the AGO that is accessible to all. It is impor-
tant for students to experience art from different 
cultures and time periods. It is especially impor-
tant for students to see their own culture reflected 
in the works. Observing and exploring different 
works of art in different mediums helps them to 
develop their own creative process. They discover 
that it is possible to express their thoughts and 
feelings through the arts. Exhibitions from around 
the world open a door to students’ exploration of 
other countries’ cultures and history.

—philip pace 

primAry sChOOL 
TeACher PhiLiP PAce 
WiTh A GrAde 1-2 CLAss 
FrOm TOrONTO’s Orde 
sTreeT  juNiOr pubLiC 
sChOOL.

LiVes TrAnsFormed:
sTudenTs & TeAChers 
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Our Education Partners • Workman Arts • The Royal Conservatory • 
Sotheby’s • Luminato • The Walrus • Canadian Art Foundation • Autism 
Ontario • Alzheimer Society of Toronto • Mount Sinai Hospital • Cedarhurst 
 • Baycrest • York University • Canadian Hearing Society • CNIB • University 
of Toronto • West Toronto Keys to Inclusion • Cedarvale Terrace • Toronto 
District School Board • Scotiabank CONTACT Photography Festival • 
Ontario Institute for Studies in Education • The Ontario Art Education 
Association • Arts for Children and Youth • Unity Charity • Oasis Alternative 
School • Arts Network for Children & Youth • Michaëlle Jean Foundation 
• ArtReach Toronto • Supporting Our Youth • SKETCH • Manifesto 
Community Projects • The People Project • Get Schooled • The Pedagogical 
Impulse • Toronto Youth Cabinet • DAREarts • National Youth Arts Week • 
AIDS Action Now • Consulate General of France • Scotiabank Nuit Blanche 
• Canadian Journalists for Free Expression • streetARToronto • Ryerson 
School of Interior Design • Art Battle Canada National Championships • 
Small Wooden Shoe • Open Studio • Images Festival • Peggy Baker Dance 
Projects • League of Canadian Poets • Poet Laureate of Toronto • OCAD 
University • The Hand Eye Society • The Wild Rumpus • Toronto Public 
Library • Toronto Symphony Orchestra • Pleasure Dome • World Pride 
• Pride Toronto • Toronto International Film Festival • Italian Cultural 
Institute • UJA Federation of Greater Toronto • The Embassy of Canada to 
China • PUBLIC journal • North by Northeast Festivals and Conference • 
Long Winter • Getty Conservation Institute • Sean Kelly Gallery • Mongrel 
Media • Art Toronto: Toronto International Art Fair • The National Ballet 
of Canada • Public Recordings • The Courtauld Institute of Art • David 
Suzuki Foundation • Festival of Oral Literatures • Sarah and Chaim 
Neuberger Holocaust Education Centre • Canadian Art Gallery Educators 
• National Art Education Association • Mural Routes • Mayworks Festival 
of Working People and the Arts • Toronto Reel Asian International Film 
Festival • Griffin Centre • Charles Street Video • The Remix Project • LOVE 
Toronto • Grassroots Youth Collaborative • Lost Lyrics • NIA Centre for the 
Arts • Neighbourhood Arts Network • Barbra Schlifer Commemorative 
Clinic Youth Group • Planet in Focus Film Festival • City of Toronto  

“Alone we can do so little; together we 
can do so much.”—Helen Keller


