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n September 15, 2011, the Burlington Dental
Academy (BDA) honoured its female members,
including special tributes to the now-retired Dr.

Cheryl Rintoul and the late Dr. Barbara Wilson. Held at The
Purple Heather Gastro Pub in Burlington, Ont., the event
was organized and emceed by long-time BDA- and ODA-
member Dr. Chris von Rosenbach, a 1976 graduate of the
University of Toronto’s Faculty of Dentistry.
This was the BDA’s second annual pub night; the first was

held in 2010 at Burlington’s historic pub The Queen’s
Head. “BDA meeting attendance had been declining over
the years, and the executive was very concerned,” says Dr.
von Rosenbach. So, with the help of the ODA, an online
survey was conducted in 2009; it found that “meetings
needed a strong social element of fun, where the younger
and older dentists could get to know one another,” Dr. von
Rosenbach explains. Hence the 2010 pub night, which was
a resounding success.
The 2011 pub night hit on another survey element mem-

bers felt was missing: a program that is more appealing to
female members, since they didn’t feel that involved. Enter

Burlington Dental Academy
Honours Two Members at

Women’s Pub Night
“The Women of the Burlington Dental Academy” pub
night. “We worried about being perceived as pandering to
an artificial division of men versus women,” says Dr. von
Rosenbach, “but that risk was worth taking, as we wanted
to make it clear that we value our female membership.”
(The BDA has 34 female members and 97 male members,
according to recent ODA stats.)
The “risk” was well-received. “As the number of female

dentists is increasing, it was a great gesture on the part of
the BDA to recognize this,” says Dr. Cheryl Rintoul, one of
the night’s honourees. Dr. Richard Pass, a long-practising
orthodontist in Burlington, an ODAmember and President
of the BDA, added that the social evening was a good way
to start off the 2011-2012 dental year.

A Standout Member
Dr. Cheryl Rintoul is a founding member of the BDA and
its first female member. She graduated from the University
of Toronto’s Faculty of Dentistry in 1968, when the male-
to-female ratio was 10:1. “That was considered large at the
time,” she reflects. “It certainly was a male-dominated pro-
fession, but I never thought of myself as being in a minor-
ity. It was just something I enjoyed doing.”

O

Enjoying the BDA pub night are (left to right): Dr. Ed Dore,
Dr. Allan Galberg and Dr. Alice Holmes.

Left to right: Dr. Susan Belza (nee Rintoul); Dr. Christopher Rintoul
and Dr. Cheryl Rintoul.
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Dr. Rintoul retired from her 43-year dental career in De-
cember 2011. She spent most of those years as a partner of
The Dental Health Group, where she was a pediatric den-
tist. And she gained valuable experience into the many
challenges of children’s dentistry during a three-year stay in
Saudi Arabia. “I treated every type of dental problem and
every type of child. It was an unforgettable and enriching
experience.”
While the location in which Dr. Rintoul began and

ended her dental career never changed — she spent her ca-
reer in Burlington — the dental stats have. According to
the ODA, in 1970 four percent of dentists were female out
of 3,109 dentists in Ontario. In 2011, 31 percent of den-
tists were female out of the total of 8,376 dentists in On-
tario. “Apparently, in dental schools today, the ratio is
50:50. It’s a wonderful profession for a woman,” Dr. Rin-
toul says, “as you can work part-time and still be home
with the children.” (Dr. Rintoul has three of her own, two
of whom are partners at The Dental Health Group.) “I was
surrounded by more and more women dentists, and it was
great to see.”

Dr. Pass, who’s noticed a greater proportion of graduating
women dentists, especially in the BDA, says, “This brings to
the profession an extremely high level of caring and un-
derstanding of people. And the innate compassion and un-
derstanding women bring is dually noted.”
Dr. Rintoul was touched by the evening’s tribute, saying

she “was tremendously honoured, as our academy has
many hard-working, dedicated people who have made our
voice heard in the ODA, government and public arenas.”
Dr. von Rosenbach, a partner of The Dental Health

Group since 1987, says Dr. Rintoul’s skills, professionalism
and contributions to dentistry were wonderful assets.
“Cheryl was our pediatric resource and so caring with our
young patients,” he recalls. And “from a membership point
of view, alone, she was a strong influence. Cheryl’s quiet
and unassuming approach will be missed.”
Dr. Rintoul’s plans for retirement? “I love to travel, so

that is first on my list. I still hope to take some courses,
however, as the changes in dentistry are fascinating. And I
will miss being a part of the BDA.”

Dr. Pass, a long-time friend of Dr.
Wilson, also remembers her fondly. “She
was an extremely warm, caring dentist
and a woman with great positive energy.
She was a true leader and an outstanding
dentist”. In 1994, Dr. Pass helped
launch The Dr. Barbara Wilson Memorial
Research Fund, which was set up to ho-
nour her. Through the generosity of
many Burlington dentists, the fund has
accumulated an impressive $24,000.
“The BDA Executive has unanimously
agreed this money will be earmarked to
the Hamilton General Hospital for the
Maxillofacial Surgery Department,” says
Dr. Pass, “for a much-needed new digital
panoramic X-ray unit for trauma pa-
tients.” The fund will cover about 50 per-

cent of the cost; the rest will come from the hospital and,
if necessary, the BDA. �

Jennifer D. Foster is a Toronto-based freelance writer and editor.

Component societies, of which there are 39 in Ontario, are
vital to both the social and professional fabric of dentistry. And
they are valuable when it comes to helping out in their com-
munities. If your component society has an event to share with
Ontario Dentist, please contact Joan Kurts, ODA Component
Society Manager, at jkurts@oda.ca.

In Memory of a True Leader
BDA member Dr. Barbara Wilson died trag-
ically of a heart attack at age 44, while tak-
ing photographs during a night dive in the
Caribbean on March 28, 1993. She served
as the first female President of the BDA, in
1984-1985, and was an active member of
the ODA’s Executive Council and Board of
Governors at the time of her death. Dr.
Wilson was also a valued contributor to
Ontario Dentist, before her untimely death.
Dr. Wilson graduated from the University
of Toronto’s Faculty of Dentistry in 1974
and set up her own dental practice in Mil-
ton shortly thereafter. “This pub night was
a way to recognize her memory and her im-
portance,” says Dr. von Rosenbach.
“I knew Barb from the BDA meet-

ings. She was very gregarious, had a great sense of humour
and was always smiling,” recalls Dr. Rintoul. Dr. Rick Free-
man, an ODA and BDA member, who practises in Burling-
ton, also knew Dr. Wilson. They had a common interest in
scuba diving and travelled half a dozen times to the
Caribbean with a group of other divers. “She was probably
never happier than when she was behind a camera under-
water, trying to capture that elusive perfect image of a
colourful fish or some other creature,” says Dr. Freeman,
who was night-diving the same time as Barb when she
died. “We were on a ‘live-aboard’ dive boat that week and
had stopped at the island of Saba. Despite some very good
efforts at CPR, Barb could not be revived.”
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