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97%
were honoured by the Ontario Ministry  

of Education as Ontario Scholars

$1.3 m
value of both renewable & non-renewable 

scholarships offered to graduates

19% 
are studying in Canada, outside  

of the Province of Ontario

21% 
are studying outside of Canada

Congratulations to the 113 students of Havergal’s graduating Class of 2016 who have chosen to attend 
universities both in Canada and abroad. We wish them the best of luck in their areas of study.

13%
are entering a professional 

engineering program

Max the Mutt College of Animation, Art & Design 1
McMaster University 1
Queen’s University 23
Ryerson University 3
University of Guelph 3
University of Toronto, St. George 15
University of Waterloo 3
Western University 13
Wilfrid Laurier University 1
York University 1

McGill University 15
St. Francis Xavier University 1
The University of British Columbia 5
University of Victoria 1

ONTARIO — 57% CANADA — 19%

Bates College 1
California Institute of Technology 1
Carleton College 1
Columbia University (Barnard College,  

Columbia College) 2
New York University (Stern School of Business) 1
Northwestern University (McCormick School  

of Engineering) 1
Pepperdine University 1
Princeton University 1
Rhode Island School of Design 1
Rollins College 1
Skidmore College 1
Smith College 1
The George Washington University 1
Tulane University 1
University of California, Davis (College of 

Agricultural and Environmental Sciences) 1
Wellesley College 1

Other Offers of Admission

UNITED STATES — 15%

University Destinations

GAP YEAR – 3%

De Montfort University 1
King’s College London 1
University College Dublin 1
University of Edinburgh (The Royal 

Dick School of Veterinary Studies) 1
University of Groningen (Netherlands) 1
University of St Andrews (School of Medicine) 1
University of Warwick 1

INTERNATIONAL — 6%

Grades
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 B+

75 – 79.9%
A

80 – 89.9%
B

70 – 74.9%

University of California –  
San Diego

University of California –  
Santa Barbara

The University of Chicago
University of Glasgow
University of King’s College
The University of Nottingham
University of Ottawa
University of San Fransisco
University of Southern 

California
University of Sunderland
The University of Vermont
University of Wisconsin-

Madison
Vanderbilt University
Wheaton College

Boston University
Brock University
Carleton University
City University London
College of William and Mary
Dalhousie University
Johns Hopkins University
Miami University
Mount Allison University
Northeastern University
Oberlin College
Pratt Institute
Queen Mary University  

of London
The New School (Parsons  

School of Design)
Trent University
Union College



Areas of Study
Our 113 graduates are studying in the following areas:

39 
Arts/Humanities/ 

Liberal Arts

4 
Media, Information  
and Technoculture

3 
Fine Art

2 
Medicine (Direct Entry)

1 
Journalism

3 
Gap Year

2 
Pharmacy

1 
Photography

2 
Education

1 
Computer Science

1 
Social Work

2 
Environmental Science

1 
Engineering Science

1 
Veterinary Sciences

3 
Biomedical Sciences

18 
Business Administration/

Commerce

15 
Science

14 
Engineering





Our School
Havergal College is one of Canada’s pre-eminent 
independent schools for girls from Junior 
Kindergarten to Grade 12. Founded in 1894, the 
school is situated on a 22-acre campus in Toronto, 
Ontario, Canada. Approximately 920 students 
attend Havergal each year.

After more than 120 years at the forefront 
of women’s education, Havergal College is 
grounded in the principles of a liberal arts 
education, committed to a culture of thinking 
and understanding and uniquely positioned to 
respond to student needs. Here, each girl develops 
independence of thought, emotional resilience and 
intellectual agility: everything she needs to make 
her mark. We guide each student to pursue her 
individual passions while exploring the frontier of 
her knowledge. In our mission to prepare young 
women to make a difference, we encourage 
curiosity and thoughtful engagement with the 
community.



Meet Some of Our  
Graduates from
 The Class of 2016

At Havergal College, we offer our students 
the opportunity to excel in academics, arts, 
athletics and leadership. When you look at the 
113 students in the 2016 graduating class, it 
is clear these future leaders have taken what’s 
been offered to them and made it their own. 
They have won scholarships, created dynamic 
visionary projects, led their teams to victory  
and transformed the Havergal experience into  
unique versions of excellence.



“I’m really passionate about helping 
people,” says Sarah Alexis, who has 
planned to be a doctor since childhood. 
This competitive swimmer helped Havergal 
win the conference championships and 
a gold at Ontario Federation of School 
Athletic Associations (OFSAA). An 
accomplished violinist, she was concert 
master for Havergal’s Symphony Orchestra 
in Grade 12. Sarah Alexis served on the 
Student Council, Community Council 
and Welcome Committee for three years. 
She was the recipient of the Lieutenant 
Governor’s Community Volunteer Award 
for Students, received the Ontario 
Volunteer Service Award, earned the Gold 
Duke of Edinburgh’s International Award 
and won the Yale Book Prize. Her passion 
for science inspires her to learn outside 
of the classroom by volunteering at the 
Holland Bloorview Kids Rehabilitation 
Hospital and Sunnybrook Health Sciences 
Centre. She also founded Havergal’s 
Pre-Med Club. Sarah Alexis is now 
attending the University of St Andrews 
direct entry medical school program, 
where she will no doubt continue her  
well-rounded approach. 

Sarah Alexis Gritis

University of St Andrews 

 MEDICINE

For Diane, arts and social justice go 
hand in hand. Her senior year fine art 
project explored income inequality 
by painting a plate: half depicted a 
sparse meal, the other side an elegant, 
bountiful feast. Diane connected with 
social issues when she started writing 
for the school paper, Behind the Ivy, 
in Grade 8; she served as editor-in-
chief in Grade 11. Since arriving in 
Grade 7, Diane has received academic 
distinction every year. She volunteered 
with the ArtHeart Community Art 
Centre and was elected Community 
Prefect for Havergal in her final 
year. She has taught art to students 
in Uganda, showcased her work in 
art exhibitions in Toronto and New 
York City and wrote and illustrated a 
children’s book on landscape art titled 
Landscape Explorers. During a trip to  
New York City with her Grade 12 art  
class, Diane fell in love with the busy, 
creative city. She is now at Columbia, 
where she will declare a major later. 
“I’d like to get into some publications or 
see where visual arts takes me.” 

Diane Kim

Columbia University 

 LIBERAL ARTS AND HUMANITIES 

When Vanessa’s grandmother, who has 
Alzheimer’s, visited for a month, she would 
listen to her granddaughter play piano. “I 
saw the impact music had on her and her 
mood,” says Vanessa, who was in Grade 
11 at the time. She went to The Institute 
at Havergal and got support to launch 
Music Connect, a community partnership 
that enables Havergal musicians to play 
at a local seniors’ home. She earned 
the Student Innovation Award in 2015 
for her initiative, which continues at 
Havergal today. Vanessa sang in the Senior 
Choir, played flute in the Symphonic 
Band, competed at DECA, played on the 
Badminton team and was co-head of the 
Math Club. Vanessa volunteered at the 
nephrology lab at SickKids hospital and at 
the Holland Bloorview Kids Rehabilitation 
Hospital through its music therapy program. 
She has earned Conditional Admission to 
Pharmacy (CAP) at Waterloo, pre-admission 
to the School of Pharmacy, which she will 
begin in her third year. Vanessa is excited 
about a career in healthcare that will 
integrate her interests in the sciences and 
improve the lives of others. 

Vanessa Koo

University of Waterloo 

 HONOURS SCIENCE



Brontë knew she wanted to study 
architecture, but was the University of 
Toronto program focused enough on 
design? Contacting some Old Girls from 
Havergal gave her the information she 
needed. “I tapped into the community  
and they were so helpful,” says Brontë. 
She was a quintessential team player 
when she took the ice with the Havergal 
Hockey team by focusing on passing,  
not just scoring. “I really like to share  
the puck.” As Team Captain in her 
senior year, she led the girls to winning 
the Hewitt Cup. Academically, she 
combines the sciences with the visual 
arts, where she enjoys working with her 
hands. Brontë’s final art installation was 
a grenade shaped like a peanut, which 
represents what it’s like to live with a 
peanut allergy. 

Brontë Mutukistna

University of Toronto 

 ARCHITECTURE

“Havergal is all about community. So 
many people here helped me discover 
my passions and my interests,” says 
Angelina. No wonder she chose to study 
at the California Institute of Technology, 
with just 230 students in the program and 
a 3:1 student-faculty ratio. “It’s a small 
school, with a really close-knit community. 
I’m able to focus on researching and 
exploring science.” While at Havergal, she 
swam for the Swim team, earning Athlete 
of the Year and 10 Ontario Federation 
of School Athletic Associations (OFSAA) 
medals: eight gold and two silver. She 
played piano in the Chamber Orchestra, 
was co-head of the Math Club and was 
the editor of the athletic newsletter, Gator 
Zone. Angelina is a National AP Scholar, 
earned Bronze, Silver and Gold Duke of 
Edinburgh’s International Awards, is part 
of the Canadian National Math League 
Honour Roll and is the recipient of the 
Governor General’s Academic Medal of 
Highest General Proficiency. She hopes 
to keep up her exploration of the arts 
and humanities—she believes it makes 
her more well-rounded and informs her 
creative thinking in math and science. 

Angelina Pan

California Institute of Technology 

 ENGINEERING AND APPLIED SCIENCES



“I’ve moved so much and was happy when 
I arrived at Havergal. Everyone made me 
feel so welcome,” says Mengxuan, who 
emigrated from China, lived in Germany 
and moved several times within Canada. 
A Havergal student since Grade 9,  
she joined the choir, Symphonic Band 
and the orchestra. “Art helps me relax,” 
says Mengxuan, an accomplished artist 
who specializes in pencil sketches and 
photography. She excels at science and 
planned early on to attend vet school.  
Her volunteer work at the Guelph Humane 
Society and veterinary clinics allowed her 
to overcome her fear of seeing animals 
in pain. She plans to specialize in caring 
for exotic animals and later do a PhD. 
Mengxuan is thrilled to be seeing the 
world once again as she studies  
overseas in the UK. 

Mengxuan Zhang

University based in the UK 

 VETERINARY SCIENCES

Havergal College for Rachel was all about 
going to Lake Ontario at 5:30 am to train 
with the Rowing team—her boat took 
home silver at the Canadian Secondary 
Schools Rowing Association finals last 
spring. “It’s pretty incredible what we can 
do before most people are even awake,”  
says Rachel, who served as Team Captain 
for two years, was named Senior Athlete 
of the Year and won the Sportsmanship 
Cup. When she began attending Havergal 
in Grade 7, she was quiet and shy. 
Friends made through basketball and 
rowing helped, as did drama classes. In 
school, she has always been passionate 
about math and science and enrolled 
in extra classes at Havergal—such as 
philosophy—to expand her knowledge 
base. “Philosophy gives you a new way  
to look at information. Nothing is definite. 
You don’t have to have the answer to 
everything.” 

Rachel Zigelstein

Queen’s University 

 ENGINEERING

Winner of the Chancellor’s Scholarship



Our strong liberal arts program meets and exceeds 
the expectations of the Ontario Ministry of Education. 
All courses are university-preparatory and are at the 
advanced level. A credit is granted with the successful 
completion of a course for which a minimum of 110 
hours has been scheduled. Many students elect to write 
Advanced Placement exams. Upon graduation, students 
receive the Ontario Secondary School Diploma.

Educational Philosophy

Havergal College offers a unique education based on 
leading instructional models tailored to the learning 
needs of our students. Our fluid and adaptive program 
allows us to select those approaches that best serve 
our students while reflecting our core values of integrity, 
inquiry, compassion and courage. A liberal arts foundation 
fosters an attitude of inquiry and a mind open to new 
ideas and varied perspectives. It cultivates the curiosity 
and collaborative mindset that a rapidly changing world 
demands. It also promotes the leadership qualities 
needed in this unpredictable global context: adaptability, 
innovation, courage, comfort with ambiguity and 
willingness to alter the status quo. Girls are prepared 
for a life of independence and impact. Our educational 
philosophy is inspired as much by timeless principles as 
the tools of the modern age. We follow three strategies for 
an inspiring and connected student experience: 
•  sparking excitement to learn through exploration and 

self-discovery; 
•  encouraging self-directed learning and resourcefulness 

in each girl; and
•  focusing on active cross-disciplinary thinking and 

opportunities for mentorship and networking.

Co-curricular Activities

Havergal College offers a wide range of co-curricular 
activities to meet the interests of students. Individual 
talents and interests can be pursued through activities 
and participation in clubs, athletics and school life, 
including more than 75 athletic teams and outstanding 
music, art, drama and literary programs. 

Spirituality at Havergal

Built on Anglican values, Havergal honours its traditions 
while respecting diverse faiths. Community Prayers 
provide a focus for spiritual growth and include hymns 
and prayers, as well as opportunities to learn about 
other faiths and our role as global citizens. Each student 
is encouraged to reflect on, and to develop, her own 
spirituality.

Health & Well-being

Havergal is committed to the wellness of each student 
and focuses on healthy, active living. Mindful of the need 
for balance, Havergal equips each girl with the tools she 
needs to respond to challenges. The school is a place 
of support, belonging and engagement. Every student 
is supported and cared for so that she may reach and 
maintain the highest level of physical, mental, social, 
emotional and cognitive health possible while  
attending Havergal.

Our Curriculum



Leadership, Community & House

At Havergal, every student from Junior Kindergarten 
to Grade 12 develops leadership skills through active 
participation in the school and broader community. 
Throughout her time at Havergal, each student belongs 
to one of 10 Houses. In the House system, girls come 
together in smaller, cross-grade groups and learn to 
cooperate for the common good, thus developing 
qualities of initiative and leadership. As she progresses 
through the Junior (JK to Grade 6), Middle (Grades 7 and 
8) and Senior (Grades 9 to 12) Schools, her leadership 
and level of responsibility increases. Students at all 
levels share in the school’s commitment to many long-
lasting community partnerships and, through their 
involvement, have opportunities to live the school’s  
mission: Preparing young women to make a difference.

18 Compulsory Credits

Ontario Secondary School Diploma Requirements 
— 30 Credits

Plus: 
•  1 additional credit: in English or French as a Second Language, or 

a Native Language or a Classical or an International Language, or 
Social Sciences and the Humanities, or Canadian & World Studies, 
or Guidance and Career Education, or Cooperative Education; 

•  1 additional credit: in Health & Physical Education, or the Arts, or 
Business Studies, or French as a Second Language, or Cooperative 
Education; 

•  1 additional credit: in Science (Grade 11 or 12),  
or Technological Education, or French as a Second Language, or 
Computer Studies, or Cooperative Education.

In addition to the compulsory credits, students must complete:  
12 optional credits, 40 hours of community involvement activities, 
the provincial literacy requirement.

4 English (2 senior)
3 Mathematics
2 Science
1 French
1 Canadian History
1 Canadian Geography

1 Physical & Health  
 Education

1 Arts
0.5 Civics
0.5 Career Studies

Senior Year Courses

Advanced Functions
Advanced Placement Advanced 

Functions & Calculus
Advanced Placement Biology
Advanced Placement French
Advanced Placement Statistics
Art
Band
Biology
Calculus & Vectors
Canadian & World Issues
Canadian & World Politics
Chemistry
Classical Civilizations
Communications Technology
Computer Information & Science
Data Management
Drama
Economics

Education Toward a  
Changing World

English Language (core)
English Literature
Exercise Science
Financial Accounting
Latin
Law
Mandarin
Philosophy
Physics
Recreation and Leadership 

Studies
Spanish
Spanish Literature
Strings
Vocal Music
The West and the World
Writer’s Craft



Preparing young women  
to make a difference

1451 Avenue Road
Toronto, Ontario M5N 2H9
Tel: 416.483.3519
Fax: 416.483.6796

www.havergal.on.ca

Principal
Helen-Kay Davy

Head of Guidance
Heather Johnstone 
hjohnstone@havergal.on.ca

Guidance Counsellors
Heather Grant 
hgrant@havergal.on.ca

Jennifer Mandala 
jmandala@havergal.on.ca

Vanessa Wade  
vwade@havergal.on.ca
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