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LOOK FORWARD 
TO A BUSY SUMMER 
AT THE AGO
Dear Members,

Look:Forward is an exciting new project at the Gallery, ensuring that our best artwork 
is on display and honouring a long legacy of donor generosity. Look:Forward celebrates 
exceptional art by presenting the very best of our collection; it inspires meaningful and 
engaging experiences for our Members and visitors; and it keeps the AGO relevant to 
everyone by reflecting the vibrancy and possibility of our city and province. Happening 
now and unfolding through 2018, Look:Forward provides an intuitive journey through 
the galleries with art at every turn. We will show more art and tell more stories in 
various ways, with dedicated spaces for works by Indigenous artists, 300 per cent 
more space for our growing Modern and Contemporary Collection, prominent space 
for Photography on Level 1 and several galleries committed for Prints & Drawings out 
of the vaults. Get ready and Look:Forward!

I am looking forward to other big moments this summer, including the opening 
of the revitalized Grange Park. More green space, a cool play area and a fitting new 
home for Henry Moore’s Large Two Forms! As a person new to this country, I am also 
excited about Canada 150. Here at the AGO, we will explore questions about Canada 
with some of the country’s leading artists through the exhibition Every. Now. Then: 
Reframing Nationhood, in addition to solo shows by pioneering abstract artist Rita 
Letendre and acclaimed artist Mark Lewis, both accomplished Canadians. Be sure to 
visit during the summer months—and don’t forget the AGO has lots to offer before 
then. Georgia O’Keeffe embraces the artist’s entire career and demonstrates her truly 
profound influence and artistic legacy. I predict the show will be busy, so book your 
tickets soon! 

And finally…thank you to outgoing Board of Trustees President Maxine 
Granovsky Gluskin for her extraordinary commitment to the AGO. Maxine’s term 
winds down in June—though she will remain on the Board as a Trustee. During the 
past four years, Maxine has ably led the Board with a clear sense of purpose and deep 
belief in the Gallery’s mission of bringing art and people together. She also welcomed 
me with much grace and support when I joined the AGO. Thank you, Maxine, for 
everything you do for the Art Gallery of Ontario.  

Stephan Jost
michael and sonja Koerner Director, and Ceo 

Germaine Richier, La Feuille, Unknown. 
Bronze, excluding base: 139.5 cm., 95.3 
kg. Gift of Mrs. O.D. Vaughan, 1981. 
Image © Art Gallery of Ontario
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As outgoing President of the Board of Trustees, I am grateful for this opportunity to say 
thank you to our AGO Members for your generous support and participation in Gallery 
life and for making the Art Gallery of Ontario such an exciting place to be.

My four-year tenure has been exceptionally fulfilling and deeply rewarding; I have 
had the privilege of working with and meeting some of the most inspiring people who 
all share a strong and powerful attachment to the AGO. 

Our Board of Trustees, all multi-talented, are committed to ensuring that the 
operations of the AGO are running smoothly, efficiently and responsibly. 

I want to thank the Board’s four Vice-Presidents, Roz Ivey, Rupert Duchesne, Bob 
Harding, and Jay Smith, for their constant support, encouragement and wise counsel, 
as well as the AGO’s past Presidents currently serving on the Board, for their contin-
ued contributions: Michael Koerner, Michael Hasley, Jim Fleck, Charlie Baillie, and 
Tony Gagliano. Collectively, our past Presidents have given more than 100 years of 
service to the AGO!

Recently, the most important job the AGO’s Board of Trustees had to fulfill was 
to search for and hire a successor to Matthew Teitelbaum. The search committee, 
comprised of ten Trustees, worked very hard and with great harmony, resulting in the 
hiring of our wonderful Michael and Sonja Koerner Director, and CEO, Stephan Jost. 
Thank you so much to all who participated.

The AGO’s Leadership Team has worked very closely with me over the past 
four years and I would like to take this opportunity to pay tribute to them. They are 
sometimes the unsung heroes and heroines working behind the scenes, ensuring 
that we extend a warm welcome to everyone who walks through our doors, mount 
extraordinary exhibitions, maintain beautiful and pristine surroundings, protect our 
collection, and share interesting, informative and lively communications through the 
AGO’s many platforms.

In conclusion, I am pleased to say I will remain on the Board for the foreseeable 
future and will continue to work on behalf of the AGO with enthusiasm and joy!

Maxine Granovsky Gluskin
President of the ago board of Trustees

3

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
AGO BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Outgoing Board of Trustees President 

Maxine Granovsky Gluskin’s extraordinary 

commitment to the AGO continues, even 

as her term ends in June. She will remain 

on the Board as a Trustee.



GEORGIA O’KEEFFE: ONLY AT THE AGO
The exceptional Georgia O’Keeffe exhibition has made its only 
North American stop here at the AGO. 

Now is your chance to experience one of the 20th century’s most 
successful and influential artists.

See it for the first time or see it again. 
AGO Members always see it FREE!

Many dates and times are already sold out. 
Please book in advance to avoid disappointment.

what’s 
on 
at the 
ago

THE PLACE TO BE THIS SUMMER
The AGO is so ready for warm weather. We bet you are, too!

So get ready for a summer full of exceptional art and exciting activ-
ities at the AGO. We have great music concerts, informative talks, 
a full schedule of artmaking workshops and courses, as well as 
special summery activities for adults and young people alike.

There’s so much more going on, you’ll just have to spend the whole 
summer at the AGO! Visit AGO.net for more information.
  

Georgia O’Keeffe, Jimson Weed/White Flower No. 1, 1932. Oil on canvas, 121.9 x 101.6 cm. 
Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art, Bentonville, Arkansas. © Georgia O’Keeffe 
Museum, Photography by Edward C. Robison III.



WELLNESS SPRINGS FROM
MULTI-GENERATIONAL ART PROGRAM 
Together with the City of Toronto’s Long-Term Care Homes & Services 
Division, the AGO recently completed a three-year long multi-generational 
pilot program designed to engage residents and youth together through 
art and artmaking.

Participants do much more than enjoy the art: engaging opportunities for 
personal creative expression support emotional well-being and promote 
social interactions that can boost energy and combat depression. The 
pilot will conclude this year with an evaluation undertaken with the City 
and York University. We are pleased to officially re-launch our workshops 
this spring as part of our Access to Art menu of special needs workshops 
and tours for groups.  

generously supported by The elia family

TECHNOLOGY IS CHANGING THE GALLERY EXPERIENCE
The way visitors engage with art continues to evolve, with new technologies like 
Augmented Reality and Virtual Reality offering up dynamic new experiences.

Imagine the AGO’s historical works of art through a 21st century lens. New media artist 
Alex Mayhew did, when he created the new digital application, reBlink. Paintings 
themselves stay the same, but when visitors use a digital device to look at the art, they 
see a modern reimagining of the paintings’ subjects, placing them in today’s world of 
pipelines, selfie sticks and mass food consumption.

With the July 6 launch of this project, the AGO becomes a leader in digital engagement 
on the forefront of experimenting with a new way of experiencing art. 

EXHIBITION CALENDAR
THE DECADES PROJECT, 1930–1939
Now Open

MARK LEWIS
CANADA
Now Open 

GEORGIA O’KEEFFE
Now Open

FREE BLACK NORTH
Opening April 29

TORONTO: TRIBUTES + TRIBUTARIES, 
1971–1989
Closing May 22

ANTHONY CARO: SCULPTURE LAID BARE
Closing May 22

AS IF SAND WERE STONE 
Latin American Contemporary Art 
From the AGO Collection
Opening June 29

RITA LETENDRE
Fire & Light
Opening June 29

EVERY. NOW. THEN: REFRAMING NATIONHOOD
Opening June 29

Critical Support for Contemporary Art at the AGO

We acknowledge the support of the Canada Council for the arts, which last year invested $153 
million to bring the arts to Canadians throughout the country. The Canada Council for the arts 
provides sustained support for contemporary programming at the ago. among the current program 
highlights are Mark Lewis: Canada and Toronto: Tributes + Tributaries, 1971-1989. Projects that 
celebrate the ago’s collections, and the reinstallation of the Vivian & David Campbell Centre for 
Contemporary art, are also made possible thanks to the Canada Council for the arts.

We’re open holiday mondays | 10:30 am–4 pm
Victoria Day, May 22
Canada Day Weekend, July 3
Civic Holiday, August 7
Labour Day, September 4

SUMMER HOLIDAYS 
AT THE AGO

The ago gratefully acknowledges the support of its signature Partners
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O’KEEFFE
“i found i could say things 
with colour and shapes 
that i couldn’t say any 
other way – things i
had no words for.”

“i paint because 
colour is a significant 
language to me.”
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Original, daring and exceptionally talented, Georgia O’Keeffe is one of the 
most influential and compelling artists of the 20th century. Beloved for her iconic 
magnified flowers, O’Keeffe’s life and art transcends the ordinary and opens up 
what she called “the wideness and the wonder of the world.” 

O’Keeffe’s life began on the wide open prairie of Wisconsin. “The plains—the 
wonderful great big sky—makes me want to breathe so deep that I’ll break.” These 
early experiences fuelled O’Keeffe’s powerful imagination to create her own distinc-
tive visual language. “I have things in my head that are not like what anyone has 
taught me—shapes and ideas so near to me … I decided to start anew—to strip 
away what I had been taught.” 

O’Keeffe was fearless, even when vulnerable, in her life and her artistic pursuits. 
She overcame the restrictive social norms of the 1920s and 1930s and triumphed over 
the common prejudices held against women in the arts. “Men put me down as the 
best woman painter. I think I’m one of the best painters.” Once O’Keeffe moved to 
New Mexico in the 1940s, she took charge of her public image as well as the presen-
tation of her art. On her own terms, O’Keeffe became an enduring American icon.

EXHIBITIoN
GEORGIA O’KEEFFE
April 22–July 30
sam & ayala zacks Pavilion

The exhibition is organized by Tate Modern
 in collaboration with the Art Gallery of Ontario 
and Bank Austria Kunstforum.

CuRAtORs’ CIRClE PRIvAtE vIEwInG
Tuesday, may 9, 9:30–10:30 am
Tuesday, may 23, 5:30–6:30 pm
Tuesday, June 20, 5:30-6:30 pm

An EvEnt FOR 
AGO NEXT MEMBERS
Thursday, may 11

O’KEEFFE IN HER 
OWN 
WORDS

“i have a single-track mind. i work on an idea 
for a long time. it’s like getting acquainted with 
a person, and i don’t get acquainted easily.”

BY GEORGIANA UHLYARIK
associate Curator, Canadian art

CONTINUES
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supporting sponsor generously supported by

Tony Comper, in memory of elizabeth

nance gelber & Daniel bjarnason

government Partner media Partner

Few artists have such an intense vision and the long life to be able to pursue it 
with sensitive nuance and perceptive complexity. “It is only by selection, by elimina-
tion, and by emphasis that we get at the real meaning of things.” 

The Georgia O’Keeffe exhibition, making its only stop in North America at the 
AGO, spans six decades of her prolific career. It is once-in-a-lifetime opportunity 
to venture alongside the artist and discover anew the full richness and breadth of 
O’Keeffe’s singular and bold vision. 

“I wish you could see what I see out the windows—the earth pink and yellow 
cliffs to the north—the full pale moon about to go down in an early morning lavender 
sky behind a very long beautiful tree-covered mesa to the west—pink and purple hills 
in front and the scrubby fine dull green cedars—and a feeling of much space—It is 
a very beautiful world.”

“it’s my private mountain. it belongs to me. 
god told me if i painted it enough, i could have it.” 

PAGE 6, TOP: Georgia O’Keeffe, Abstraction 
White Rose, 1927. Oil paint on canvas, 91.4 x 
76.2 cm. Georgia O’Keeffe Museum, Gift of 
The Burnett Foundation and The Georgia 
O’Keeffe Foundation (1997.04.002). 
© Georgia O’Keeffe Museum 
     
PAGE 6, BOTTOM: Alfred Stieglitz, Georgia 
O’Keeffe with watercolor paint box, 1918. 
Gelatin silver print on paper, 9.0 x 11.7 cm.. 
George Eastman Museum, purchase and 
gift of Georgia O’Keeffe, 1974.0052.0045. 
Courtesy George Eastman Museum   
     
ABOVE: Georgia O’Keeffe, My Front Yard, 
Summer, 1941. Oil on canvas, 50.8 cm x 76.2 
cm. Georgia O’Keeffe Museum. Gift of The 
Georgia O’Keeffe Foundation © Georgia 
O’Keeffe Museum
     
OPPOSITE PAGE: Georgia O’Keeffe, Horse’s 
Skull and Pink Rose, 1931. Oil paint on canvas, 
76.2 × 40.6 cm. Los Angeles County Museum 
of Art, Gift of the Georgia O’Keeffe Foundation. 
© Los Angeles County Museum of Art    
     
COVER: Georgia O’Keeffe, Music - Pink and 
Blue No. 1, 1918. Oil paint on canvas, 88.9 × 
73.7 cm. Collection of Barney A. Ebsworth. 
Partial and Promised gift to Seattle Art 
Museum. © Barney A. Ebsworth   
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GEORGIA O’KEEFFE | Talks. evenTs. and more.
the experience continues | Dynamic and thought-provoking programs explore all things o’Keeffe
Visit ago.net/georgia-okeeffe for details and a complete list of programs. Tickets can be purchased at the Ticket Desk or online.

familieS
Bones and Stones
may 7 & 14, 1–3 pm (Two weeks)
members $50 | non-members $55
grown-ups and kids 6+ are welcome! 

for our youngest visitors and their adult friends, the Dr. mariano  
elia hands-on Centre has fun activities all summer long. in may,  
join us to create paper gardens full of colour and movement, 
inspired by Georgia O’Keeffe. Visit ago.net/children for details. 

TalKS
My Faraway One: The Letters of Georgia O’Keeffe and Alfred Stieglitz
Wednesday, may 17, 7 pm
members $15 | Public $17 | students $10
sarah greenough, the senior Curator of Photographs at the national
gallery of art in Washington, DC, will explore georgia o’Keeffe’s
legendary personal and aesthetic partnership with photographer
alfred stieglitz.

Curator’s Talk: Georgiana Uhlyarik on Georgia O’Keeffe
friday, June 16, 6 pm
members $15 | Public $17 | students $10
Join the ago’s georgiana Uhlyarik, associate Curator, Canadian  
art, and the coordinating curator of Georgia O’Keeffe at the ago,  
for a talk about o’Keeffe’s life, work and legacy.

“I Thought There Would Be More Vaginas”: Artists on Gender
monday, June 26, 7 pm
members $15 | Public $17 | students $10
o’Keeffe spent much of her career railing against the persistent
gender divide in the art world, and she chafed at being defined as a
woman artist. Join poet eileen myles, and artists lori blondeau and
Vivek shraya in conversation with curator georgiana Uhlyarik as
they examine how issues of tokenism, authenticity and oppression
impact the experiences of woman-identified artists today.

Screening
Georgia O’Keeffe, 1977, 60 minutes
Wednesday & friday, may 24 & 26, 7 pm
free with admission
see the only film portrait that o’Keeffe allowed to be made. 
Documentary directed by Perry miller adato. 

evenTS
may 4, 7–11:30 pm | AGO First Thursday: Gender Trouble
a late-night art party celebrating Georgia O’Keeffe. #ago 1st
advanced Tickets: members $11 | Public $13 
at the Door: members $14 | Public $16

AGO First Thursday Admission + Exhibition Entry to Georgia O’Keeffe
advanced Tickets: members $11 | Public $23
at the Door: members $14 | Public $26

courSeS and worKShopS 

This spring, children, youth and adults can enjoy special  
Georgia O’Keeffe-related courses and workshops.    
Visit ago.net/learning for more information.

adulTS
In The Body: Movements Inspired by Georgia O’Keeffe
Wednesdays, June 7–28, 9–10:30 am
$190 members | $245 non-members

Photography Explorations: Life Photography
inspired by alfred steiglitz
Wednesdays, may 3–31, 7–10 pm
mondays, may 8–June 12, 2–5 pm
$295 members | $375 non-members
intensive, July 4–7, 7–10 pm
$240 members | $305 non-members

Watercolour Explorations: Flowers  
friday, may 12–June 9 (five weeks), 7–10 pm
$275 members | $355 non-members
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Imagine being surrounded by art that delights, surprises, challenges 
or inspires you at every turn—the AGO’s new Look:Forward 
project will do just that and more. Our mission to bring people 
together with art to see, experience and understand the world in new 
ways takes on a whole new dimension as we launch the reinstallation 
of the AGO Collection this year.

We’re rolling out refreshed galleries as they’re installed to 
help ensure the works you know and love come back soon, while 
giving you a multitude of reasons to visit, explore and celebrate 
throughout the year. With increased space committed to the 
Collection (over 70,000 sq. ft. of new installations across more 
than 50 galleries), there will be even more art for you to discover. 

LOOK:FORWARD 

COLLECTION 
REINSTALLATION 

Underway now 
through 2018 
in various galleries

The reinstalled Collection will feature artists who have been 
historically underrepresented in the past, including Indigenous 
artists and women artists, among others. We hope you’ll join 
the conversation as the AGO introduces a more inclusive defini-
tion of “masterpiece” that challenges the status quo and reflects 
diverse voices.

The transformative Look:Forward project is already underway 
and will wrap up in 2018. The more you visit, the more you can 
uncover treasured new works and reconnect with familiar favourites.

Visit ago.net for news about the artworks and special behind-the-
scenes glimpses of Look:Forward. And be sure to follow the hashtags 
#AGOLookForward and #AGOCollection for real-time updates.

TO ART 
AT EvERY 
TURN
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 OPPOSITE, FROM TOP LEFT: Eric von Schmidt, Joan Baez and Bob Dylan – East Coast Tour, 1965. Screenprint on paper, 54.6 x 33.1 cm. Gift of the Donald R. Muller/Ross R. Scott Collection, 

2010. 2010/128. © Estate of Eric von Schmidt. Fernand Léger, Femme à Genou, 1921. Oil on canvas, 92.1 x 60.3 cm. Purchase, Walter C. Laidlaw Endowment, 1963. Image © 2017 Art Gallery 
of Ontario. Walter C. Laidlaw Endowment, 1963. Constantin Brancusi, The First Cry, c. 1914, cast 1917. Brass, 19.5 x 24.5 x 16 cm., 11.3 kg. Purchased with assistance from the Volunteer 
Committee Fund, 1981. Image © 2017 Art Gallery of Ontario 

THIS PAGE, TOP TO BOTTOM: Christi Belcourt, The Wisdom of the Universe, 2014. Acrylic on canvas, 171 x 282 cm. framed: 180.3 x 290.8 x 8.6 cm. Purchased with funds donated by Greg 
Latremoille, 2014. 2014/6. Andy Warhol, Elvis I and II, 1964. Silkscreen ink and spray paint (silver canvas); silkscreen ink and acrylic (blue canvas) on linen. Overall (each of two panels): 
208.3 x 208.3 cm. Gift from the Women’s Committee Fund, 1966. © The Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts, Inc. / SODRAC (2017)
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rita letendre’s lifelong commitment to abstract expression is celebrated in a 
major solo exhibition of this treasured artist.

These three new exhibitions present a wide-ranging look 
at the best of today’s art, with a multiplicity of voices and 
exceptional artists working locally and internationally.

Enjoy a diversity of contemporary practices, including 
painting, photography, film, sculpture and more, each  
presenting our country and our world in a fresh new light.

 STRONG CONTEMPORARY    
vISIONS
  IN THREE NEW ExHIBITIONS

See the world in a whole new way… through 
Modern and Contemporary art at the AGO 

ABOVE: Rita Letendre, Aforim, 1975. Acrylic on canvas, 137.2 x 198.1 cm. Anonymous Gift, 1975. Art Gallery of Ontario © Rita Letendre. TOP RIGHT: Doris Salcedo, La Casa Viuda II, 1993-1994. 
Wood, fabric, metal and bone, overall: 259.7 x 79.7 x 60.3 cm. Gift from the Volunteer Committee Fund, 1997. BOTTOM RIGHT: Mark Lewis, Things Seen, 2017. Single  screen video, 6K 
transferred to 2K. Commissioned by the Art Gallery of Ontario, 2017; Courtesy and copyright of the artist and Daniel Faria Gallery, Toronto

JOIN US for a free opening Party in celebration of Rita Letendre: Fire & Light; 
Mark Lewis: Canada and Every.Now.Then: Reframing Nationhood. Wednesday, 
June 28, 6–9 pm, remarks at 7 pm, Walker Court.
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among the many latin american artists represented in the ago’s contemporary collection, this 
unique sculpture by Doris salcedo stands as a material witness to issues of time, history, place 
and displacement.

The world premiere of a series of three films, created by Canadian filmmaker mark lewis and commissioned by the ago, explores the idea of Canada. 

THREE NEW ExHIBITIONS
AS IF SAND WERE STONE 
From the Latin American Contemporary Art 
Level 5, Vivian & David Campbell 
Centre for Contemporary Art
May 20-August 6

RITA LETENDRE 
Fire & Light
Level 2, Signy Eaton Gallery
June 29-September 17

MARK LEWIS
CANADA
Level 1, Philip B. Lind Gallery
Now open

Mark Lewis: Canada is generously supported by
   

Phil lind

government Partners
   

Presented in partnership with the 
scotiabank ConTaCT Photography festival
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REIMAGINING 
CANADA 
 THROUGH ART
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This summer and fall, the AGO engages creatively and critically with the sesqui-
centennial of Canada with an ambitious contemporary exhibition featuring more 
than 30 new and recent projects by artists from across Canada. Every. Now. Then: 
Reframing Nationhood is a dynamic exhibition that aims to reclaim and reimagine 
history, to complicate narratives of nationhood, and move into the future with new 
insight. At the heart of this exhibition is a fundamental belief that Canada remains 
a dynamic work in progress anchored by strong Indigenous voices and embodying 
an incredibly complex and diverse settler culture.

Every. Now. Then: Reframing Nationhood acknowledges that Canada’s sesqui-
centennial represents a narrow slice in a very deep pool of time and engages with a 
broad range of cultural, traditional, spiritual and land-based stories. The exhibition, 
with its accompanying publications, positions the artist’s voice as essential to this 
critical moment.

Curated by andrew hunter (the ago’s fredrik s. eaton Curator, Canadian art) with Quill Christie (anishinaabe artist and 
youth educator), anique Jordan (artist, educator and activist) and laura robb (ago interpretive Planner). 

Join us for a free opening Party in celebration of Rita Letendre: Fire & Light; Mark Lewis: Canada and Every.Now.
Then: Reframing Nationhood. Wednesday, June 28, 6–9 pm, remarks at 7 pm, Walker Court.

BY ANDREW HUNTER
fredrik s. eaton Curator, Canadian art

EXHIBITIoN
EvERy. nOw. thEn: REFRAmInG 
nAtIOnhOOd
June 29, 2017 – February 18, 2018
level 5, Vivian & David Campbell
Centre for Contemporary art

ARtIsts’ tAlK
Wednesday, July 5, 7 pm
baillie Court
free
artists and curators in conversation about 
the themes embraced in the exhibition.

OPPOSITE: Shauntay Grant wrapped in Winter 
Quilt made by her great-grandmother Annie 
Simmonds (née Cain), 2013. Photographed by 
Shyronn Smardon at Citadel Hill in Halifax. 

ABOVE: Meryl McMaster, Time’s Gravity, 2015. 
Archival pigment print on watercolour paper, 
76.2 x 114.3 cm. Collection of the artist, courtesy 
of Katzman Contemporary. © Meryl McMaster

government Partners
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BY JULIE CROOKS
assistant Curator, Photography

EXHIBITIoN
FREE BlACK nORth
April 29  -August 20
robert & Cheryl mcewen gallery

Unknown, Unidentified women, Niagara 
Falls backdrop (detail), 1880–1900. Tintype, 
6.4 x 5.1 cm. Richard Bell Family Fonds, 
Brock University Archives. Courtesy Brock 
University Archives, Image © 2017 Art 
Gallery of Ontario

Many of the photographic images exhibited here we have never seen before, but the 
story they tell is a crucial part of our shared history.

Free Black North features photographs of men, women and children living in 
Ontario in the late 1800s: they are descendants of refugees who escaped enslave-
ment in the southern United States. These portraits, drawn from collections at 
Brock University and the Archives of Ontario, highlight how these chiefly unknown 
individuals presented themselves with style, dignity and self-assurance. Together, 
the rare tintypes, cartes-de-visite and cabinet cards offer a critical opportunity to 
consider how Black individuals used photography to assert their presence in the 
small Canadian communities they called home. 

The exhibition   —part of the Scotiabank CONTACT Photography Festival—also 
encourages deeper reflection on the lives of people of African descent in Canadian 
history and their rich contributions to our nation’s present.

organized by the art gallery of ontario and presented in partnership with scotiabank ConTaCT Photography festival

IDENTITY, DIGNITY, PHOTOGRAPHY
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sUPPorTers of 
learning + aCCess 
iniTiaTiVes

The William r. and shirley beatty 
 Charitable foundation
bmo financial group
The lloyd Carr-harris foundation
The elia family
The mariano elia foundation
a & m green foundation
robert harding & angel yang
The Joan and Clifford hatch 
 foundation
The learning Circle
learning fund
The arthur lismer group
nancy e.a. main
martinsell fund
The Catherine and maxwell meighen 
 foundation
rbC
Janis rotman
Penny rubinoff
smarT women
The W. garfield Weston foundation 

We would like to recognize those who 

have made contributions to the ago’s 

learning and access initiatives this 

past year, supporting programs that 

spark creativity and offer an inclusive 

space where visitors can learn and 

grow through art.  

OUR DONORS SUPPORT THE AGO’S 

ART+ LEARNING +ACCESS

LEFT TOP TO BOTTOM: Visitors line up for free admission to the AGO on a Free Wednesday Night. The works of Henry Moore are explored during an AGO Multi-sensory Tour for 
participants who are visually impaired. AGO Gallery Guide taking visitors on a tour as part of the Art in the Moment program, designed for people living with Alzheimer’s and other 
forms of dementia. Youth learning about artist Song Dong’s installation Communal Courtyard during United Way Day, a day of art-filled learning and fun presented in partnership 
with the United Way. RIGHT TOP TO BOTTOM: Young visitors enjoying artmaking at Last Wednesday, an annual art party organized by the AGO Youth Council. Visitors playing and 
storytelling in the Dr. Mariano Elia Hands-On Centre. AGO Summer Camp participants creating art sculptures. Artist Jérôme Havre (second from left) filming a scene with his 
handcrafted puppets as part of the Artist-in-Residence program.
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BUILDING OUR COLLECTION
PaUL RaNSoN
FREnCh, 1864–1909

Tigre dans les jungles is Ranson’s most famous print. It has long been on the AGO’s 
desiderata list and represents a key moment in the fascinating story of late 19th 
century colour printmaking.
        Ranson was associated with a group of avant-garde artists committed to the 
revitalization of fine arts and graphic arts, called Les Nabis, which was dominant 
in France in the 1890s. Tigre dans les jungles (Tiger in the Jungle) was published 
as part of L’Estampe originale—an album of ninety-five prints that was published in 
nine parts. 

Paul Ranson, Tigre dans les jungles, 1893. Lithograph on paper, 58.2 x 41.7 cm. Gift of Sondra and Allan Gotlieb, 2016
Image © 2017 Art Gallery of Ontario 2016/188.

The ago acquires art so visitors may   

see, experience and understand the   

world in new ways. These works tell   

important stories, connect us to vital  

moments in history, and sometimes   

give us a glimpse into the future.   

The ago’s acquisition activities are   

focused in five areas: Canadian art,   

european art, Prints & Drawings,  

Photography, and modern and   

Contemporary art.
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VaLÉRIE BLaSS
CAnAdIAn, BORn 1967

Valérie Blass is one of the most exciting artists 
working with sculpture in Canada today, exploring 
the tensions between form, figure, materials and art 
historical tropes. From a distance, Ce nonobstant 
appears to be a mere large abstract form. Upon 
approaching the work, one is confronted with what 
appears to be a human arm poking out from the 
pod, tensely brandishing a sharp, pointed stick. The 
sculptural forms play with notions of visibility and 
invisibility, while blurring the boundaries between 
figuration and abstraction.

Valérie Blass, Ce Nonobstant, 2011. Styrofoam, Foam coat, Mastic 
Magic Sculpt, plaster, wood, stick, oil paint, depth includes arm 
and stick: 266.5 × 168 cm, 8.8 cm. Gift of Valérie Blass, 2016. 
© Valérie Blass



20   
   

 AG
O 

Ar
t M

at
te

rs
 

talks
ago/ConTaCT international  
Photography Talks
in partnership with the scotiabank ConTaCT 
Photography festival, the ago presents a 
landmark series of annual talks featuring 
leading international artists and thinkers 
reflecting on the history and future of 
photography and its impact on our culture. 

ago/ConTaCT international Photography Talks 
supported by Penny rubinoff

ago/ConTaCT international  
Photography Talks
anthropocene: ed burtynsky,  
Jennifer baichwal, nicholas De Pencier
Wednesday, may 3, 8 pm 
baillie Court 
members $15 | Public $17 | students $10

an insightful conversation with renowned 
photographer ed burtynsky and acclaimed 
filmmakers Jennifer baichwal and nick De 
Pencier as they discuss their latest collab-
orative project—Anthropocene, about the 
new geological age marked by the impacts 
of human activity on the earth’s climate 
and environment—with ago Curator of 
Photography sophie hackett.

programS & evenTS

free black north explored
Wednesday, may 24, 7 pm
baillie Court 
free tickets available online

exhibition curator Julie Crooks explores 
rarely seen photographs featured in   
this new exhibition with artist Deanna  
bowen, and scholars seika boye and   
afua Cooper.

ago.net/learning
416 979 6608

openings
summer Public opening
Wednesday, June 28
6–9 pm, remarks at 7 pm 
Walker Court 
free

a celebration of three dynamic new 
exhibitions: Rita Letendre: Fire & Light;   
Every. Now. Then: Reframing Nationhood;  
and Mark Lewis: Canada. 
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There’s something for everyone at the ago – adult classes and workshops, youth programs, family activities, and special talks and   
events. ago members always enjoy discounts on all programs. Visit ago.net/learning to see the full list of exciting programming.    
additional activities and programming related to the Georgia O’Keeffe exhibition are listed on Page 9.

music
ago friDay nighTs: summer Concert series
select friday nights in June and July
Walker Court
included with general admission

featuring a range of musical styles and approaches, 
performers include Vivek shraya and the Queer 
songbook orchestra, legendary new york-based 
experimental soul-jazz-hip hop band burnt sugar The 
arkestra Chamber, and the indigenous music platform 
rotations per minute, among others. 

There’s more information at ago.net/fridaynights

 

aRtist in ResiDence
summer 2017 artist in residence: 
emilia-amalia
emilia–amalia is a Toronto-based group working to 
activate feminist art, writing and research practices. 
This summer at the ago, they’ll produce a series of 
chapbooks, present free public screenings, host guest 
residencies by emerging feminist artists, and organize 
a public event. much of their activities will be rooted 
in the ago’s edward P. Taylor library & archives, 
reopening to the public in spring 2017. To learn more,  
visit ago.net/artist-in-residence.

signature Partner, ago artist Projects 

artist-in-residence Publication
The ago is pleased to launch a special publication 
surveying the first five years of our residency  
program. featuring 19 artists and their diverse   
interventions, events, objects and artistic practices,  
the new book considers how artists, visitors and  
the institution mix, play and grow together. available  
in the ago store. Visit online for launch details.

couRses & woRkshops
aDUlTs
Check out a new workshop that explores artmaking 
inspired by feminist works in our collection, or join in  
on a series of discursive walks focused on reimagining  
the role of public art in Toronto. find out more at   
ago.net/learning 

for oUr yoUng aUDienCe
all summer long, the Dr. mariano elia hands-on 
Centre has fun activities for our youngest  
visitors and their adult friends. for details,   
visit ago.net/children

education programs at the ago are generously 
supported by 
smarT women
 
with additional support from the
arthur lismer group, The learning Circle,  
and the learning fund



 SUPPORTING ARTISTS THROUGH 

ago first thursdays

AGO First Thursdays, the monthly after-hours art event, has been a resounding success 
for the past four years, drawing nearly 25,000 attendees annually. Geared towards the 
under 40 set, each event features artmaking, live music, pop-up talks, artful cuisine and 
drinks, and specially commissioned artist projects. First Thursdays are crucial to our 
overall programming mix, engaging new and younger audiences and are also a platform 
for supporting established and emerging local artists. Each month features a special 
display of our collection from the vaults and at least three artists are invited to create 
installations, performances and activities, creating one-night-only moments that connect 
visitors with local artists and their work at the AGO.

Support from sponsors of First Thursdays enables the AGO to continue to make 
this a platform for artists. In 2017, Shiseido (Canada) Inc. joined Dos Equis, Absolut 
Vodka and RBC as sponsors of the program to reach a millennial audience. Shiseido has 
a rich history of supporting the arts and artists, dating to 1872, when the company was 
founded in Ginza, Tokyo, Japan. Shinzo Fukuhara, who became Shiseido’s first presi-
dent in 1915, was an accomplished photographer and art enthusiast who believed deeply 
in a life of culture and artistic expression, and his passion for art formed the basis of 
Shiseido’s design department, one of the company’s best-known hallmarks. Throughout 
its 145-year history, Shiseido has collaborated with iconic artists and cultural figures, 
and the sponsorship of First Thursdays represents a natural fit with the brand’s founding 
principles and ongoing commitment to the arts. At three First Thursday events over the 
next year, Shiseido will create special interactive experiences for guests that will show-
case and celebrate their support of artists, the very core of the First Thursdays program.

       ago first Thursdays are generously supported by

PaRTNERSHIPS aNd 
SUPPoRTERS

LEFT: Poster for Shiseido Face Powder, 1925 by 
Yabe Sue designer appointed by Shinzo Fukuhara 
in 1917. This poster is representative of the flowing, 
elegant curvatures of Art Nouveau, which set the 
tone for much of Shiseido’s design. Image credit: 
Shiseido Corporate Museum

RIGHT: A First Thursdays headline performance by 
88 Days Of Fortune Collective Image © 2017 AGO

official beer 
Partner

media 
Partner

signature Partner, 
ago artist Projects

official Vodka 
Partner

official beauty
Partner



   
   

 AG
O 

Ar
t M

at
te

rs

ago members can welcome the warmer weather and 

get recharged in The grange this spring and summer! 

refreshing drinks, exclusive teas, as well as light meals 

and tasty sweets created in the ago kitchen are 

available in the sunny norma ridley members’ lounge. 

We’re licensed, too.

find out more at ago.net/norma-ridley-members-lounge

 we have Some 
SWEET IDEAS 
FOR YOU!

ago members can also book tickets for 

A SPECIAL MOTHER’S DAY AFTERNOON TEA

inspired by Georgia O’Keeffe. There’s limited space available 
for seatings on saturday & sunday, may 13 & 14, so make 
your reservations today! Visit ago.net/mothersdaytea.

While developing the merchandise mix for the vibrant Georgia O’Keeffe exhibition, we’ve 
enjoyed a ray of sunshine in our offices. her visions of warm desert climates and bright 
florals inspired us to think of summer cooking, entertaining and accessorizing. The pleasure 
has been ours to appreciate this incredible artist’s work and understand her lifestyle–and 
now we offer you the chance to take a piece of this artistic experience home with you.

Hot off the press from Assouline Publishing: Dinner with Georgia O’Keeffe  Public $50 | AGO Members $45

Creative Co-op set of 3 mini-vases  Public $54 | AGO Members $48.60
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Take notice that the Annual Meeting of members of the Art Gallery of 
Ontario will be held in the Gallery’s Weston Family Learning Centre on 
Wednesday, June 21, 2017, at 4 pm for the following purposes:

• To receive the reports of the president and of the director and CEO on the 
operations of the Gallery for the preceding year;

• To receive the financial statements of the Gallery for the year ended 
March 31, 2016, together with the report of the auditor thereon;

• To record the election by acclamation of the ten members of the Gallery to 
the Board of Trustees;

• To record the appointment of 17 members to the Board of Trustees from 
the following bodies: College of Founders (5), Lieutenant Governor in 
Council (10), The Council of the City of Toronto (2); and to record the 
appointment of the Trustee Emeriti;

• To transact such other business as may properly come before the meeting.

Biographical information is set forth herein regarding nominees to the 
Board of Trustees whose nominations were filed with the Secretary of the 
Gallery. The expiry date for such nominations was on or before March 10, 
2017, as announced by the Preliminary Notice of Meeting published in the 
winter issue of Art Matters.

By order of the Board of trustees
Toronto, Ontario

Information Supplement
Members nominated to the Board of Trustees to be elected by acclamation 
are: Shelagh Barrington, David Binet, Shary Boyle, Andrew Federer, 
Emmanuelle Gattuso, Liza Mauer, Shabin Mohamed, Gordon Nixon, Jonas 
Prince and Richard Rooney.

Biographical information on all nominees is alphabetically set forth below.

shelagh Barrington, toronto 
Shelagh Barrington joined the AGO Docents during the 1996 Oh Canada! 
exhibit. That fall, while working in the investment community, Shelagh 
began volunteering with the Weekend/Evening (W/E) Gallery Guides. Upon 
retirement in 2000, she also joined the school touring group and took 
on a leadership role with the W/E Gallery Guides. In 2007 she received 
the 10-year Ontario Volunteer Service award. She was actively involved 
in the 2009 National Docent Symposium, including introducing the Right 
Honourable Adrienne Clarkson. Shelagh has also volunteered for both 
Casey House and REENA. Ms. Barrington is President of the AGO Volunteer 
Executive.

david Binet, toronto
David Binet is the President and Chief Executive Officer of The Woodbridge 
Company Limited, the principal investment holding company for Canada’s 
Thomson family. Woodbridge’s largest asset is its controlling stake in 
Thomson Reuters Corporation, listed on the New York and Toronto stock 
exchanges, and it has numerous other investments. David is Deputy Chairman 
of Thomson Reuters, and also serves on the board of directors of Woodbridge, 
The Globe and Mail, and a number of other companies in which Woodbridge 
has invested.  David is Chairman of the Thomson Reuters Foundation, a 
London-based charity dedicated to journalism training and promoting the rule 

of law.  David is also Chairman of the Board of The National Ballet of Canada 
and on the board of directors of Canada’s National Ballet School and Business 
for the Arts. Before joining Woodbridge, David was a partner in the Canadian 
law firm Torys LLP, where his practice focused on mergers and acquisitions, 
and corporate finance. Prior to that, he was a news reporter. Mr. Binet is 
currently a member of the AGO’s Photography Curatorial Committee.

shary Boyle, toronto
Shary Boyle is known internationally for her drawing, sculpture, painting and 
for her audio-visual performances. Highly crafted and deeply imaginative, her 
multi-disciplinary practice mines the history of porcelain figurines, animist 
mythologies and historical portraiture to create a symbolic language uniquely 
her own. A finalist for the Sobey Art Award (2007, 2009) and recipient of 
the Gershon Iskowitz Prize (2009) and Hnatyshyn Foundation Award (2010) 
she graduated from the Ontario College of Art and Design in 1994. She has 
exhibited at the Centre Pompidou, the National Gallery of Canada and the Art 
Gallery of Ontario. Included in the 2010 and 2014 Canadian Biennials, she 
represented Canada at the 2013 Venice Biennale and is a feature artist of the 
2017 Gyoenggi International Ceramic Biennale in Korea. Ms. Boyle currently 
vice-chairs the AGO’s Prints and Drawings Curatorial Committee.

Andrew Federer, toronto
Andrew Federer is Vice Chairman, RBC Capital Markets and is a member 
of the Global Investment Banking Management Committee. Andrew has 
an extensive and broad range of transactional experience having advised 
a number of North America’s largest corporate issuers and private equity 
firms. He also previously served as Head of Corporate Finance in Canada.  
Mr. Federer is a member of the Board of Trustees of the Art Gallery of 
Ontario, former Vice Chairman of the Board of Governors of The Bishop 
Strachan School and Co-Chairman of the RBC Capital Markets Foundation. 
Mr. Federer currently chairs the AGO’s Advancement Committee and is a 
member of the Executive Committee.

Emmanuelle Gattuso, toronto
Emmanuelle Gattuso started her career in Montreal and went on to set up 
and run a communications consultation firm in Vancouver. Fluently trilingual, 
Emmanuelle Gattuso became the Press Attaché for the Commissioner of Official 
Languages in Ottawa and subsequently the Director of Communications.  She 
co-founded Canadian Women in Communications, a national, bilingual, not-
for-profit organization dedicated to the advancement of women’s issues and 
their participation in the sector. She spearheaded the establishment of The 
Gattuso Rapid Diagnostic Centre at Princess Margaret Cancer Centre, and 
with her spouse, Allan Slaight, established a superfund to enable the cancer 
centre to attract the world’s brightest minds.  She is a full-time philanthropist 
through her own charitable foundation, La Fondation Emmanuelle Gattuso. 
Emmanuelle is a member of the Campaign Cabinet of Camp Oochigeas, a 
camp for children affected by cancer. In the year that followed her joining 
the cabinet she recruited six additional Cabinet members, and helped them 
reach their fundraising goal in record time. A long-time supporter of The 
Art Gallery of Ontario, the sculptural staircase was named for Allan Slaight 
and Emmanuelle Gattuso in recognition of their generous support of the 
Transformation AGO campaign. In 2012, Emmanuelle Gattuso and Allan Slaight 
were recipients of the Outstanding Philanthropist Award by the Association of 
Fundraising Professionals Toronto Chapter. In 2013 she received the Women 
of Action award from the Israel Cancer Research Foundation.   

liza mauer, toronto      
Liza Mauer is a founding member and past president of Partners in Art, a 
not-for-profit organization whose main mandate is to provide art educational 
initiatives for its members as well as donating funds to arts organizations 
across Canada. She is past Vice President of The Power Plant Gallery’s Board 

Notice of Annual General Meeting
 Wednesday, June 21, 2017

• To receive the reports of the president and of the director and CEO on 
the operations of the Gallery for the preceding year;

• To receive the financial statements of the Gallery for the year ended 
March 31, 2016, together with the report of the auditor thereon;

• To record the election by acclamation of the ten members of the Gallery 
to the Board of Trustees;

• To record the appointment of 17 members to the Board of Trustees from 
the following bodies: College of Founders (5), Lieutenant Governor in 
Council (10), The Council of the City of Toronto (2); and to record the 
appointment of the Trustee Emeriti;

• To transact such other business as may properly come before the 
meeting.
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of Directors, currently sits on the Tate Americas Foundation’s Acquisition 
Committee, and is one of three founders of Art en Valise, which is dedicated 
to introducing Canadian audiences to new ideas in contemporary visual 
arts. Liza worked as a marketing executive for Kraft General Foods and as 
a professional fundraiser for The Hospital for Sick Children. Ms. Mauer is 
currently a member of the AGO’s Advancement Committee.

shabin mohamed, toronto     
Shabin Mohamed is a chartered accountant and has a keen interest in the 
visual arts. Ms. Mohamed is a Board member of the Toronto International 
Film Festival and the Aga Khan Museum in Toronto. She is currently a 
member of the Tate American Acquisition Committee. She is a former 
member of the Finance Committee of the AGO as well as the Canadian 
Curatorial Committee. Currently she is a member of the AGO’s Governance 
& Nominating, and Modern & Contemporary Curatorial Committees. 

Gord nixon, toronto
Gordon Nixon was chief executive officer of Royal Bank of Canada from 
2001-2014. Mr. Nixon is Chairman of Bell Canada Enterprises, a director 
of George Weston Limited, BlackRock Inc., and sits on the Advisory Board 
of KingSett Capital. Mr. Nixon is chairman of MaRS, a not-for-profit 
organization that connects science, business and capital, and he is a trustee 
of the Art Gallery of Ontario. He is past chairman of the Canadian Council 
of Chief Executives and the Premier’s Jobs and Prosperity Council and he 
has served as a director of a number of organizations in the arts, health 
care and education. Mr. Nixon has been awarded the Order of Canada and 
the Order of Ontario and is an inductee into the Canadian Business Hall 
of Fame. He is a recipient of Canada’s Outstanding CEO of the Year Award, 
the Canadian Business Leader Award and was included on both Barron’s 
list of the World’s Best CEO’s and Bloomberg’s list of the World’s 50 Most 
Influential People. Mr. Nixon received an Honours Bachelor of Commerce 
Degree from Queen’s University and holds an Honorary Doctor of Laws from 
both Queen’s University and Dalhousie University. Mr. Nixon is currently a 
member of the AGO’s Resource Management, and Modern & Contemporary 
Curatorial Committees.

Jonas Prince, toronto
Jonas Prince is a graduate of Osgoode Hall Law School, Toronto, and the 
London School of Economics and Political Science, London. In 1974, Mr. 
Prince co-founded the Realstar Group, a hospitality and residential invest-
ment and management company of which he is Chairman. He has served as 
a Governor of the Stratford Festival, was a Director of Luminato, Toronto’s 
Festival of Arts + Creativity, and has participated on an advisory panel of the 
Royal Ontario Museum. Mr. Prince currently vice-chairs the AGO’s Modern 
& Contemporary Curatorial Committee.

Richard Rooney, toronto
Richard Rooney began his career at Price Waterhouse and qualified as a 
Chartered Accountant in 1984. He then joined Sun Life as an Investment 
Analyst specializing in Canadian equities. Following a period as Portfolio 
Manager for Canadian equities, he was given responsibility for all non-
Canadian equity investments at Sun Life’s investment counselling subsidiary, 
Sunimco. Richard joined AMI Partners in 1989, where he had extensive 
responsibilities for Canadian equity research. He joined Burgundy in 1995, 
and was appointed President and Chief Investment Officer in 1997. In addition 
to these duties, Richard is responsible for balanced and EAFE mandates, as 
well as several global equity strategies at Burgundy. Richard is President and 
a Trustee of The Art Gallery of Ontario Foundation. He is a Director of Empire 
Life Insurance, a Director of the Historica-Dominion Institute and has served 
as Chair of the Stratford Festival of Canada. He received a Bachelor of Arts 
degree from the University of Toronto and his MBA from the Richard Ivey 
School of Business at the University of Western Ontario. Richard obtained his 
Chartered Financial Analyst designation in 1987. In 2009, he was honoured by 
his peers and received the designation of Fellow of the Institute of Chartered 
Accountants.

Report of the Previous Meeting
AGO President Maxine Granovsky Gluskin welcomed members, established 
quorum and called to order the meeting of members of the Art Gallery of 
Ontario at 4 pm on Wednesday, June 22, 2016.

Ms. Granovsky Gluskin introduced Alicia Vandermeer, and appointed her 
Secretary of the meeting. Ms. Vandermeer confirmed that notices of the 
Annual Meeting were issued in the 1st and 2nd editions of volume 24 of Art 
Matters. 

The report of the previous annual members’ meeting held on June 24, 2015, 
was approved. 

Election and Appointment of Trustees
On behalf of the Governance and Nominating Committee, Ms. Granovsky 
Gluskin announced the ten trustees elected by acclamation from 
membership: A. Charles Baillie, Shelagh Barrington, David Binet, Shary 
Boyle, Rupert Duchesne, Ivan Fecan, Andrew Federer, Shabin Mohamed, 
Gordon Nixon, and Richard Rooney.

Maxine Granovsky Gluskin, Bob Harding, Phil Lind, Jonas Prince and Jay 
Smith were elected as trustees by the AGO College of Founders.

Camillo di Prata, Tony Gagliano, Rosamond Ivey, Kenneth Montague, 
Rebecca Murray, Jeffrey Remedios and Eleanor Shen were appointed as 
trustees by the Lieutenant Governor in Council.

Councillors Joe Cressy and Jaye Robinson were appointed as trustees by 
the City of Toronto.

Liza Mauer was appointed an honorary member of the Board of Trustees. 

The Trustee Emeritus appointees were: Avie Bennett, David Campbell, Jim 
Fleck, Allan Gotlieb, Anthony Graham, Michael Hasley, Ydessa Hendeles, 
Michael Koerner, Gilles Ouellette, Carol Rapp, Samuel Sarick, Hilary Weston 
and Robin Young.

Ms. Granovsky Gluskin formally welcomed Liza Mauer as the newly 
appointed honorary member of the Board of Trustees for 2016/17. 

Financial Statements
Ms. Granovsky Gluskin reported that the financial statements for the year 
ended March 31, 2016, were audited by Ernst & Young LLP. On behalf of 
Diana Brouwer, partner of Ernst & Young, Ms. Granovsky Gluskin reported 
that the auditors expressed an unqualified audit opinion. Copies of the 
statements were made available to all present.
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AGO Year in Review
Ms. Granovsky Gluskin opened the AGO’s Year in Review by explaining 
that the board’s focus for 2015–16 had been to recruit and hire a new 
director for the AGO. As chair of the  Search Committee she highlighted 
the vital support of the following committee members: Bob Harding (Vice 
Chair); Charlie Baillie; Rupert Duchesne; Ivan Fecan; Andrew Federer; Beth 
Horowitz; Rosamond Ivey; Michael Koerner; Phil Lind; and Jay Smith. She 
then welcomed Stephan Jost, the AGO’s new Michael and Sonja Koerner 
Director, and CEO, to his first Annual General Meeting. 

Ms. Granovsky Gluskin shared reflections on the past year and acknowl-
edged the exceptional work of the AGO’s Leadership Team during the year 
of transition without a director. She also acknowledged the hard work of the 
Interim Governing Council (IGC) which provided advice and timely counsel 
to Leadership Team. On behalf of the AGO Board of Trustees she thanked the 
following members of the IGC:

• Co-Chairs:  Bob Harding, Vice President and Alicia Vandermeer, Chief Orga-
nization Officer & Corporate Secretary;

• Trustees:  Beth Horowitz and Michael Hasley; and
• LT members: Rocco Saverino, Chief Financial Officer & Director, Infor-
mation Technology; Stephanie Smith, Chief Curator; and Erin Prendergast, 
Chief of Staff, who served as Secretary

Ms. Granovsky Gluksin reported that as a result of ambitious programming 
and exhibitions the AGO welcomed 718,200 visitors and achieved a member-
ship total of 92,100 members for the fiscal year. She acknowledged the many 
donors who had supported the AGO’s initiatives in 2015–16 such as: The 
Year of Photography; contemporary exhibitions; and Gallery-wide program-
ming. In addition, she thanked the AGO’s dedicated staff and volunteers for 
making all of the accomplishments of the past year possible. 

Ms. Granovsky Gluskin reported strong success in Year 1 of the Gallery’s 
2015–18 Strategic Plan and noted that the Plan served as an important guide 
in driving the AGO’s future success. She highlighted the following founda-
tional initiatives in Year 1 of the Plan:

• The launch of the AGO’s new hours of operations which provided increased 
accessibility.

• The start of the Grange Park Revitalization Project which would develop 
a greenspace that meets the needs of the AGO’s ever-changing neighbour-
hood.  

• The development of a strong exhibition program scheduled through 2020. 

Ms. Granovsky Gluskin thanked the trustees for their continued support 
and commitment and reported that over $660,000 was raised through the 
annual Trustee Appeal on a target of $500,000. She then reported on the 
important work undertaken by the AGO Board of Trustees over the past year:

• The Governance and Nominating Committee’s efforts to review board re-
newal and succession planning for the future.

• The oversight of the Strategic Directions Committee in monitoring the im-
plementation of the AGO’s Strategic Plan.

• The work of the Curatorial Committees in refining the AGO’s collection 
through strategic acquisitions and thoughtful discussions regarding future 
deaccessioning.  

Ms. Granovsky Gluskin concluded her report by highlighting the priorities for 
her final year as president of the board. She noted that she would be working 
with Mr. Jost to define the next stage of growth for the AGO and on transi-
tion planning for her leadership.  She explained that governance, fundraising 
and collection building would once again be a priority and that the board 
would also consider best practices in using technology to engage audiences.  

Mr. Jost reflected on his first nine weeks and stated how honoured he was to 
be the new Michael and Sonja Koerner Director, and CEO. He congratulated 
the AGO on a very successful 2015–16 year, which delivered ambitious and 
innovative programming within a balanced financial position. Mr. Jost ex-
plained that art, access and learning were at the core of the AGO’s mission to 
bring people together with art to see, experience and understand the world 
in new ways. He then highlighted his top three priorities:

1. Reinstallation of the AGO’s collection: great art framing local and global 
conversations;
2. Creating access: making everyone feel welcome, from the stories we tell 
to the prices we charge; and 
3

. Marketing: making sure the AGO brand is clear both internally and externally.
Mr. Jost concluded by stating that he looked forward to working with the 
board, staff and volunteers in 2016–17, to continue building new and dynamic 
ways to fulfill  the AGO’s mission.

Stephanie Smith, Chief Curator, highlighted the following notable acquisitions 
for 2015–16:  

Tabernacle with Crucifix and Mary and St. John the Evangelist, c. 1365 
by Nino Pisano and St. Jerome, circa 18th century by Angelo Gabriele Pio 
(European);

Seven Grandfathers, 2014 by Robert Houle and Niqjutiit (Country Food), 
2008 by Tim Pitsiulak (Canadian);

2nd Light, 2006 by Paul Chan and The Wisdom of the Poor: Communal 
Courtyard, 2011–2013 by Song Dong (Modern & Contemporary);

El Machete, 1926 by Tina Modotti and 0806, 2006 by James Welling 
(Photography); and

The Head of a Saint, looking upwards, c. early 16th century by Jacopo 
Chimenti and Apparition at Night, 1923 by Otto Dix.

Ms. Smith reported on the 2015–16 exhibition schedule highlighting the fol-
lowing exhibitions: From the Forest to the Sea: Emily Carr in British Columbia; 
Picturing the Americas: Landscape Painting from Tierra del Fuego to the Artic, 
Camera Atomica and J.M.W. Turner: Painting Set Free. She then referenced 
upcoming exhibitions such as: Outsiders: American Photography and Film, 
1950s–1980s; The Idea of North: The Paintings of Lawren Harris; Mystical 
Landscapes: Masterpieces from Monet, Van Gogh and more; Theaster Gates: 
How to Build a House Museum; Toronto: Tributes + Tributaries, 1971–1989; 
and Small Wonders: Gothic Boxwood Miniatures.

Judy Koke, Chief, Public Programming and Learning, shared programming 
highlights from the year that created access; built audiences; and allowed 
visitors to experience art in new and innovative ways. Ms. Koke referenced 
many important programs at the Gallery such as: Free After Three drop-in 
programs for youth; the AGO’s partnership with Baycrest Health Sciences on 
the Seniors Arts Engagement Program; Family Sundays; AGO Friday Nights; 
the Artist-in-Residence Program; Multi-sensory Tours for visitors who are 
blind or have low vision; and a broad range of courses and workshops for 
adults and children.  

Adjournment

As there was no further business, the President adjourned the meeting. 

 INSERT FSC LOGO HERE

• Co-Chairs:  Bob Harding, Vice President and Alicia Vandermeer, Chief    
Organization Officer & Corporate Secretary;

• Trustees:  Beth Horowitz and Michael Hasley; and
• LT members: Rocco Saverino, Chief Financial Officer & Director, 
Information Technology; Stephanie Smith, Chief Curator; and Erin 
Prendergast, Chief of Staff, who served as Secretary

• The launch of the AGO’s new hours of operations which provided 
increased accessibility.

• The start of the Grange Park Revitalization Project which would de-
velop a greenspace that meets the needs of the AGO’s ever-changing 
neighbourhood.  

• The development of a strong exhibition program scheduled through 
2020. 

• The Governance and Nominating Committee’s efforts to review board 
renewal and succession planning for the future.

• The oversight of the Strategic Directions Committee in monitoring the 
implementation of the AGO’s Strategic Plan.

• The work of the Curatorial Committees in refining the AGO’s collection 
through strategic acquisitions and thoughtful discussions regarding 
future deaccessioning.  

1. Reinstallation of the AGO’s collection: great art framing local and 
global conversations;
2. Creating access: making everyone feel welcome, from the stories we 
tell to the prices we charge; and 
3. Marketing: making sure the AGO brand is clear both internally and 
externally.
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SEPTEMBEr 30, 2017 – JAnUAry 7, 2018

COMING THIS FALL!

A rare glimpse into the make-believe world of a 
visionary director and dynamic creative force.
From the fantastic to the frightful, experience 
the strange obsessions and unique inspirations 
behind Guillermo del Toro’s celebrated films.

organized by the art gallery of ontario, the los angeles 
County museum, and minneapolis institute of art.

GUILLERMO DEL TORO
AT HOME WITH MONSTERS

Portrait of guillermo del Toro at bleak house. Photo © Josh White/ JWPictures.com



Art Gallery of Ontario
317 Dundas Street West
Toronto, Ontario M5T 1G4
AGO.net

HST # 118790401
CANADIAN PUBLICATIONS MAIL SALES
PRODUCT AGREEMENT NO. 40063287

georgia o’Keeffe
memBeRs see it FiRst
memBeRs see it oFten
Book your ticket today! 

many times and dates are already sold out.
please reserve your tickets today 
to avoid disappointment.

We strongly suggest you book your free 
member tickets online to avoid lineups at 
the  membership and Ticket Desks. There is 
no service fee for your free member tickets. 
you can print your e-ticket and bring it or 
show your e-ticket on your mobile device.

Tickets are timed on the hour. You may enter the exhibition 
at any time during the hour designated on your ticket. 
once you are inside the exhibition, you may stay 
as long as you wish.

AGO Members: After enjoying your first visit, 
you can book free tickets for your next visit.

Georgia O’Keeffe, Red Amaryllis, 1937. Oil on 
canvas, 30.5 x 25.7 cm. Terra Foundation for 
American Art, Gift of Mrs. Henrietta Roig. 
© Georgia O’Keeffe Foundation, Photography 
© Terra Foundation for American Art, Chicago 

the onlY noRth ameRican 
appeaRance is now   
at the ago


